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Pray - usual definition 
TRANSITIVE VERB 

1. To address earnest request to; to supplicate; to entreat; to implore; to 
beseech.  

2. To ask earnestly for; to seek to obtain by supplication; to entreat for.  
That is a good start, but for believers, it is incomplete. To pray is communication 
with God, not just a one-way ATM withdrawal asking for good things (or stopping 
the bad). 
 

 

It starts “in the beginning” with Adam and Eve.  
Genesis 1:27-30 

God created humankind in His image, in the image of God He created him, 
male and female He created them. God blessed them and God said to them, 

“Be fruitful and multiply, fill the land, and conquer it. Rule over the fish of 
the sea, the flying creatures of the sky, and over every animal that crawls 
on the land.” Then God said, “I have just given you every green plant 
yielding seed that is on the surface of the whole land, and every tree, which 
has the fruit of a tree yielding seed. They are to be food for you. Also for 
every wild animal, every flying creature of the sky and every creature that 
crawls on the land which has life, every green plant is to be food.” And it 
happened so. 

It was a one-way conversation from God, but that is one part of prayer as 
communication. Sometime later a much more serious conversation (prayer) 
happened between God and Adam & Eve. 

Genesis 3:8-13 

And they heard the sound of YHVH Elohim going to and fro in the garden in 
the wind of the day. So the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of YHVH Elohim in the midst of the Tree of the garden. 
Then YHVH Elohim called to the man and He said to him, “Where are you?” 
Then he said, “Your sound - I heard it in the garden and I was afraid. 

Because I am naked, I hid myself.” 
Then He said, “Who told you that you are naked? Have you eaten from the 

Tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” 
Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me - she gave 

me of the Tree, and I ate.” 
YHVH Elohim said to the woman, “What did you do?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me and I ate.” 

This is a three-way conversation with God - more like a prayer meeting - face-
to-face. [Sin does not stop communication with God, but it surely doesn’t help!] 
The need for sacrifice was shown here at the end of this meeting. 

Genesis 3:21 

YHVH Elohim made Adam and his wife tunics of skin and He clothed them. 
This required the death of animals as sacrifice to cover the sin of Adam and Eve. 
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The next conversation (prayer) came after a normal sacrifice. YHVH gave details 
in Leviticus, but the need for sacrifice was already understood. Two kinds of 
sacrifice are described in Leviticus - animals, and plants (grain and wine). The 
younger son Abel gave from his flock, and Cain gave from his fruit of the ground. 
The context indicates that Cain had a bad attitude about giving - maybe he did 
not give his firstfruits or he did not give his best. YHVH gave Cain some advice to 
do better next time, but Cain’s attitude got even worse - he had no respect for 
correction, not even from YHVH Himself.  

Genesis 4:4b-12 

Now YHVH looked favorably upon Abel and his offering, but upon Cain and 
his offering He did not look favorably. Cain became very angry, and his 
countenance fell.  
Then YHVH said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your 

countenance fallen? If you do well, it will lift. But if you do not do well, 
sin is crouching at the doorway. Its desire is for you, but you must 
master it.”  

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. While they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and killed him.  
Then YHVH said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?” 
“I don’t know,” he said. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
Then He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 

crying out to Me from the ground. So now, cursed are you from the 
ground which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 

hand. As often as you work the ground, it will not yield its crops to you 
again. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

This was appropriately severe consequences for sin done by the first human born 
on the earth. 
 

 

Sometime after this, people began praying to God. 
Genesis 4:25-26 

Adam was intimate with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and she 
named him Seth, “For God has appointed me another seed in place of Abel 
- since Cain killed him.” To Seth also was born a son. He named him Enosh. 
Then people began to call on YHVH’s Name. 

 
 

Besides the obvious conversations or exchanges between God and people, there 
are exchanges with “the Angel of YHVH” speaking with people, and some 
exchanges with the Spirit of God. That is a rabbit trail for another time.  
 
 

One attribute of God is the ultimate embodiment of love. Love includes mercy 
and justice. Mercy without justice is chaos, and justice without mercy is tyranny. 
Imagine a creator-god without love - hmm, we hear about one all the time.  
 

Our God loves us so much that He gives us free will. He shows us the right way 
to live and the good things that come from that (the Bible), and He allows us to 
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see the results of choosing to not live the right way. Consequences of our 
decisions determine the next situation in our lives. He does not force us to 
choose either way (obedience or self-indulgence); if He does, then we don’t have 
free will. Go back to the story of Cain, and see that the responsibility is ours 
alone. 

Genesis 4:7 

If you do well, you will be accepted. But if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the doorway. It wants to control you, but you must master it. 

Sound familiar?  
James 1:14-15 

But each one is tempted when he is dragged away and enticed by his own 
desire. Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin 
is full grown, it brings forth death. 

It means we can’t say “the devil made me do it” or any corollary of that phrase.  
 

To choose obedience fits in the construct of the universe God created; to choose 
otherwise is denial of reality by assuming that there is another way or path to 
follow without bad consequences. The problems and pain that come from those 
bad decisions are often expressed in the Psalms; God gets no satisfaction from 
our pain. Like a parent whose child is suffering from a bad choice, He must 
continue with the treatment or healing, even though we are in pain.   
C. S. Lewis A Grief Observed 

 “The terrible thing is that a perfectly good God is (in this matter) hardly 
less formidable than a Cosmic Sadist. The more we believe that God hurts 

only to heal, the less we can believe that there is any use in begging for 
tenderness. A cruel man might be bribed - might grow tired of his vile sport 
- might have a temporary fit of mercy, as alcoholics have fits of sobriety. 
But suppose that what you are up against is a surgeon whose intentions are 
wholly good. The kinder and more conscientious he is, the more inexorably 
he will go on cutting. If he yielded to your entreaties, if he stopped before 
the operation was complete, all the pain up to that point would have been 
useless. But is it credible that such extremities of torture should be 
necessary for us? Well, take your choice. The tortures occur. If they are 
unnecessary, then there is no God or a bad one. If there is a good God, 

then these tortures are necessary. For no even moderately good Being 
could possibly inflict or permit them if they weren’t. Either way, we’re for it. 
What do people mean when they say, ‘1 am not afraid of God because I 
know He is good’? Have they never even been to a dentist?” 

 

 

We pray; we talk to God. That is one side of the conversation, one direction. 
Talking to God acknowledges His gifts of life and love, and that He is ready to 
bless us as we walk in the path He has shown us in His word. God knows 
everything - not just what has happened in our lives, but also ALL the 
possibilities of what could happen. So, in that sense, He does know our future, 
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because He knows ALL the futures that we could have. (However, as each 
instant changes from Present to Past, it is no longer changeable.) So, why should 
we ask Him for anything since He knows our needs? We need to acknowledge 
our dependence on Him, that we realize we need Him and His help and 
intervention in our lives and the lives of those who are important to us.  
 
 

Is it fair to pray for someone we are not able to directly help, not able to 
participate in doing the request we ask of God? 

James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to 
them, “Go in shalom, keep warm and well fed,” but you do not give them 
what the body needs, what good is that? 

We must continue acknowledging our dependence on God for the solution, and 

continue to explore the possibility of our participation in the solution, and be 
ready to assist. Continuing the request may change our attitude, and it may 
make us more open to find a solution because of our faith, expressed in our 
prayerful requests. 
 

 

Our requests, for ourselves or for others, should be in the context of love, so 
that the conclusion of the request will be consistent with His word. 

James 4:3 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives so you 
may spend it on your passions. 

 

 

How does God talk to us, as the other side of the conversation? Almost always 

we should go to the Bible - He has already replied to our situation somewhere in 
those words.  
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That is the start - read the Bible. Next, study the Bible. It is not a shallow writing 
to skim over just once. Most importantly, obey the Bible; obedience to God is 
on-the-job training for life.  
 

Also, look around you (figuratively) for situations that you know are not ordinary 
cause-and-effect, situations which are inconsistent with the normal patterns of 
your life. God may be revealing His teaching to you, if you analyze these 
inconsistencies and compare them to His word. We are creations that think - so 
try it. Compare your Bible studies to what you observe in life. Maybe you can call 
that an answer to prayer. Our minds are wondrously created, and thinking is like 
talking to yourself, but some answers seem to come from somewhere else - or 
someone else - especially after acknowledging His love and goodness in 
thankfulness. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 

I will pray in my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind. I will sing praises 
with my spirit, and I will also sing praises with my mind. 

 

 

We should not think of prayer as an occasional thing. God is always here, and 
available. Prayer is like an ongoing conversation that never ends. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray constantly, in everything give thanks; 
for this is God’s will for you in Messiah Yeshua. 

 
 

This is the attitude when we pray. 
Philippians 4:6 

Do not be anxious about anything - but in everything, by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 

 
 

Our God is an awesome God!  
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This is an interesting list from a web site I came across. 
 

 Abraham — Genesis 18:23–33 

Abraham intercedes for Sodom and Gomorrah, asking God to spare the city if righteous people can be found. 

 Eliezer (Abraham’s servant) — Genesis 24:12–14 

He prays for a sign to help him find a wife for Isaac, showing deep trust in God's guidance. 

 Jacob — Genesis 32:9–12 

Jacob prays for deliverance from Esau, pleading for mercy and remembering God’s promises. 

 Moses — Exodus 15:1–21 

A song of praise after crossing the Red Sea, celebrating God’s deliverance and power. 

 Moses — Exodus 32:11–14 

Intercedes for Israel after the golden calf incident, asking God to relent from destroying the people. 

 Moses — Exodus 33:12–17 

Pleads for God’s presence to continue with the Israelites during their journey. 

 Hannah — 1 Samuel 1:10–18 

In anguish, Hannah prays for a child, pouring out her soul before the Lord. 

 Hannah — 1 Samuel 2:1–10 

A song of thanksgiving and praise after the birth of her son Samuel. 

 David — 2 Samuel 7:18–29 

Offers a prayer of humility and gratitude in response to God’s promises to his family. 

 Solomon — 1 Kings 8:22–53 

Dedicates the temple with a long and detailed prayer, asking for God’s blessing and mercy. 

 Elijah — 1 Kings 18:36–37 

Calls on God to send fire from heaven to show that he is the true God. 

 Hezekiah — 2 Kings 19:15–19 

Prays for deliverance from the Assyrian threat, acknowledging God’s sovereignty. 

 Jehoshaphat — 2 Chronicles 20:5–12 

Prays in the face of war, confessing his people’s powerlessness and turning to God for help. 

 Ezra — Ezra 9:6–15 

Offers a confession of national sin after discovering intermarriage with foreigners. 

 Nehemiah — Nehemiah 1:4–11 

Prays for favor with the Persian king as he prepares to rebuild Jerusalem. 

 Nehemiah — Nehemiah 9 

Leads a corporate confession recounting Israel’s history and God’s faithfulness. 

 Job — Job 1:20–22 

After tragic loss, Job worships God and declares his faith in God's sovereignty. 

 Job — Job 42:1–6 

Repents and acknowledges God's power and wisdom after encountering the Lord directly. 

 David — Psalm 51 

A confession and plea for mercy after his sin with Bathsheba. 

 David — Psalm 23 

A prayer of trust and comfort, declaring the Lord as his shepherd. 

 Moses — Psalm 90 

A prayer for wisdom and for God’s favor to rest on his people. 

 Isaiah — Isaiah 6:5 

Confesses his unworthiness and sinful lips after seeing the Lord in the temple. 

 Jeremiah — Jeremiah 20:7–18 

Laments his suffering and frustration with his prophetic calling. 

 Daniel — Daniel 9:4–19 

A beautiful and humble prayer of confession and intercession for his people. 

 Habakkuk — Habakkuk 3:1–19 

A poetic prayer affirming trust in God despite uncertain times. 
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 Jesus — Matthew 6:9–13 

The Lord’s Prayer, teaching his disciples how to pray. 

 Jesus — Matthew 26:36–46 

In Gethsemane, prays in anguish before his arrest, submitting to God’s will. 

 Jesus — Luke 23:34 

Asks God to forgive those crucifying him. 

 Jesus — John 17 

The High Priestly Prayer, interceding for his disciples and future believers. 

 Disciples — Acts 1:24–25 

Pray for guidance before choosing Matthias to replace Judas. 

 Early Church — Acts 4:24–31 

Pray for boldness in the face of persecution, and the place where they pray is shaken. 

 Stephen — Acts 7:59–60 

Prays for his spirit to be received and for the forgiveness of his killers. 

 Peter — Acts 9:40 

Prays before raising Tabitha (Dorcas) from the dead. 

 Paul — Romans 1:8–10 

Gives thanks for the Roman believers and prays to visit them. 

 Paul — Ephesians 1:15–23 

Prays that the church may have wisdom,  revelation, and knowledge of Christ. 

 Paul — Philippians 1:3–11 

Expresses love and confidence in God’s work among them. 

 Paul — Colossians 1:9–14 

Prays for their growth in wisdom, strength, and joyful endurance. 

 Paul — 1 Thessalonians 3:11–13 

Prays for love, holiness, and readiness for Christ’s return. 

 Saints — Revelation 6:10 

Cry out for justice, asking, "How long, Sovereign Lord?" 

 Elders — Revelation 11:17–18 

Offer thanksgiving that God has begun to reign. 

 Angels and Saints — Revelation 19:1–8 

Join in heavenly praise, rejoicing over God's righteous judgments. 
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