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This is an amazing promise from Yeshua - it can also be intimidating. Some use

this as proof of healing through prayer. This is the specific reference.
John 14:12

I'm telling you the solemn truth. Anyone who trusts in Me will also do the
works that I'm doing - in fact, greater works than these, because I'm
going to the Father!
The key word is trust - what does that mean to you?
“one in which confidence is placed”
Okay - avoiding circular definitions, what is confidence?
“reliance on another's discretion”
Let’s try a metaphor as an example.
If I have an old rickety chair near me, and I ask you to sit on it, but it looks
like it might collapse if you do, will you sit on it anyway? Do you trust me?
That is a minimal example of trust - this verse refers to serious consequences.

A little more context might help, and might cause more questions.
John 14:13-15

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. If
you love Me, you will obey My commandments.

"In the name of" means to do something on behalf of, or to represent someone
or something. It implies acting with authority or in support of a particular cause
or entity. In old westerns, the deputy might say “in the name of the law!”

This passage does NOT describe an incantation which automatically gets fulfilled.
Just saying “in the name of Yeshua” does not guarantee the desired results. A

similar promise describes a small group praying “in the name of Yeshua.”
Matthew 18:18-20

Amen, I tell you, whatever you forbid on earth will have been forbidden in
heaven and what you permit on earth will have been permitted in heaven.
Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything they
may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two
or three are gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.

How can I rely on this promise? I think the key is in two phrases.

“trust in Me”

“obey My commandments”
When I am in the process of trusting Him and obeying Him, then my thinking
and my attitude and my actions will be guided by Him and His commandments.
My actions will be what He would do - I am literally acting in His name.
Otherwise, I have little hope that my desire will be granted.

Now consider what “greater works” might be.
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Start with some stories from the prophets. I am skipping over the miracles of
judgment, like plagues and diseases and death.

Drought Ordered by Elijah
1 Kings 16:29-33,17:1

In the thirty-eighth year of King Asa of Judah, Ahab son of Omri began to
reign over Israel; and Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria
years. But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in YHVH’s eyes, more than
all who were before him. Now, as if it was a trifling thing to walk in the sins
of Jeroboam son of Nebat, he also took as wife Jezebel the daughter of King
Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worshipped him.
He also erected an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he had built in
Samaria. Also Ahab made the Asherah pole. So Ahab did yet more to
provoke the YHVH God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before
him. Now Elijah the Tishbite, one of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab: “As
YHVH God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be no dew or
rain these years, except at my word.”

Rain in Answer to Prayer

1 Kings 18:40-45

Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Let not a single one
of them escape.” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the
Wadi Kishon and slew them there.
Then Elijah said to Ahab, “"Go up, eat and drink, for there’s the sound of
rain.” So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of
Carmel, crouched on the ground and put his face between his knees. Then
he said to his servant, “"Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up,
looked, and said, “"There’s nothing.” Then he said, "Go back” - seven times -
and it was the seventh time that he said, “"Look! A cloud as small as a
man’s hand is rising from the sea.” Then he said, “"Go up, say to Ahab,
‘Harness your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.” In a little
while the sky grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain.
Ahab mounted and rode, and headed to Jezreel.

Widow's Oil and Meal Increased
1 Kings 17:10-16

So Elijah arose and went to Zarephath. Now when he came to the town
gate, to his surprise, a widow was there gathering sticks. So he called her
and said, “Please bring a little water in a jar that I may drink.” As she was
going to fetch it, he called her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread
in your hand.” So she said, “"As YHVH your God lives, I have nothing baked,
only a handful of flour in the jar, and a little oil in the jug. Now look, I am
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go in and prepare it for me and
my son, that we may eat it and die.” Elijah said to her, “Fear not! Go and
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do as you said, but first make me a little cake from what you have there.
Bring it out to me and afterwards, make some for you and for your son.
1For thus says YHVH God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be exhausted
nor shall the jug of oil be empty until the day YHVH sends rain on the
land.” So she went and did according to the word of Elijah - and she and
he, and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not
exhausted, nor did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of
YHVH which He spoke through Elijah.

Widow's Son Raised from Dead

1 Kings 17:17-24

After these things, it came to pass that the son of the woman, the mistress
of the house fell sick, and his sickness was getting much worse until he had
no breath left in him. So she said to Elijah, "What do I have to do with you,
man of God? Have you come to me to remind me of my sin and kill my
son?” He said to her, “"Give me your son.” Then he took him from her arms,
carried him up to the upper room where he was staying and laid him on his
own bed. He cried out to YHVH and said, “"YHVH my God, have You brought
such evil even on the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son to
die?” Then he stretched himself upon the child three times. He cried out to
YHVH and said, “YHVH my God, please let this child’s soul come back into
his body!” YHVH listened to the cry of Elijah, so the soul of the child came
back into his body and he was revived. Then Elijah took the child and
brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his
mother. Elijah said, "See! Your son is alive.” Then the woman said to Elijah,
“Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word in your mouth is
truth.”

King Ahaziah (son of Ahab) asks a false God for healing - YHVH sends Elijah
The background - the subjugated kingdom of Moab decided not to pay tribute,
taking advantage of the change of leadership in Israel (northern kingdom).
2 Kings 1:1-3
After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. Now Ahaziah fell down
from the balcony of his upper chamber in Samaria and was injured. So he
sent messengers and instructed them, “Go inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god
of Ekron, whether I will recover from this injury.”
Not quite sure why he fell through the lattice - was it a roof to a room, or was he
walking about trying to decide what to do next about the rebellion? Maybe, just
maybe, he should have asked YHVH to send someone with advice!
2 Kings 1:3-4
But an angel of YHVH said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the
messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them: ‘Is it because there is
no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub the god of
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Ekron?’ Therefore thus says YHVH: ‘You will not leave the bed you are lying
on, for you will surely die.”” And Elijah departed.
Elijah went. Period. He didn't think through all the possible outcomes. He knew
he was NOT welcome in the royal household (remember the 450 prophets of
Baal?). There was a death warrant out on him.

Elijah must have impressed the king’s messengers, because they went straight
back to the king.
2 Kings 1:5-8

When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why have you
returned?” They answered him, "A man came up to meet us and said to us:
‘Go, return to the king who sent you, and say to him, thus says YHVH, “Is it
because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-
Zebub the god of Ekron? Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying
on, for you will surely die.””” Then he said to them, *“What kind of man was
he that came up to meet you and told you these words?” They answered
him, “He was a hairy man with a leather belt around his waist.” “It’s Elijah
the Tishbite,” he said.

Yes, King Ahaziah knew exactly what to expect from Elijah.

King Ahaziah also knew what he wanted to do to Elijah!
2 Kings 1:9
So the king sent a captain of 50 with his 50 to Elijah. When the captain
went up to him, behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. So he
announced to him, O man of God, by order of the king, come down!”

Message delivered.
2 Kings 1:10
In response, Elijah said to the captain of 50, “"If I am a man of God, let fire
come down from heaven and consume you and your 50!” Then fire did
come down from heaven and consumed him and his 50.
That's once. 51 crispy critters.

Apparently no one told King Ahaziah what happened, but he knew no one
returned with Elijah.
2 Kings 1:11
So the king again sent to him another captain of 50 with his 50 men, who
addressed him and said, "O man of God, by order of the king, come down
quickly!”
Hmm. This captain didn’t notice the 51 crispy critters? Message delivered, again.
2 Kings 1:12
In response, Elijah said to them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down
from heaven and consume you and your 50.” And the fire of God came
down from heaven and consumed him and his 50.
That's twice. Another 51 crispy critters.
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Again no one returned. Maybe Ahaziah didn’t care. Some people just don't learn
from their mistakes.
2 Kings 1:13-14

So the king again sent the captain of a third 50 with his 50.

This captain noticed the 102 crispy critters - and he didn’t want to make the

same mistake.
But when the third captain of 50 went up and came near, he knelt before
Elijah, and begged him saying, "O man of God, please, let my life and the
lives of these 50 servants of yours be precious in your eyes! Behold, fire
came down from heaven and consumed the two previous captains of 50
with their 50; but now let my life be precious in your eyes!”

Third time is the charm!
2 Kings 1:15-16

Then the angel of YHVH said to Elijah, "Go down with him; do not be afraid
of him.”

Elijah goes with the military escort.
So he arose and went down with him to the king. Then Elijah said to the
king, “Thus says YHVH: You have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub
the god of Ekron. Is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His
word? Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying on, for you will
surely die.”

The message is the same as the first time - God does not change!

King Ahaziah could have repented, but in his arrogance he insisted on anyone
but God for help.
2 Kings 1:17

So he died just as was the word of YHVH that Elijah had spoken. Then
Jehoram became king in his place, because Ahaziah had no son. It was in
the second year of Jehoram son of King Jehoshaphat of Judah.

Not the way I want to go. If you fail, and fall to sin, just get up, confess and

repent (change your ways), dust yourself off, and move on!

Again the king of Moab rebels against the king of Israel (northern kingdom). This

time, King Jehoram asked the King Jehoshaphat of Judah (southern kingdom) to

join him in attacking Moab. The king of Edom joined them, and the combined

forces went through Edom to battle Moab.

2 Kings 3:9-24

So the king of Israel, the king of Judah and the king of Edom marched.
They kept circling roundabout for seven days, but there was no water for
the army or for the animals that followed them. “"Ah!” the king of Israel
cried, “YHVH has called these three kings together to deliver them into the
hand of Moab!” But Jehoshaphat said, “Isn’t there a prophet of YHVH here,
that we may inquire of YHVH by him?” One of the king of Israel’s servants
answered and said, “Elisha son of Shaphat, who used to pour water on the
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hands of Elijah, is here.” Jehoshaphat replied, “"The word of YHVH is with
him.” So the king of Israel, Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down
to him. But Elisha said to the king of Israel, "What do I have to do with
you? Go to the prophets of your father and to the prophets of your mother!”
“No!” the king of Israel said to him, “For has YHVH brought these three
kings together only to deliver them into the hand of Moab?”

Elisha said, “"As YHVH-Tzva’'ot lives, before whom I stand, were it not that I
respect the presence of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, I would not look at you
or even see you. Now, bring me a musician.” Now as the musician played,
the hand of YHVH came upon him, and he said, “"Thus says YHVH: Make this
valley full of trenches. For thus says YHVH: You will not see wind nor will
you see rain, yet this valley will be filled with water. So you will drink, both
you and your cattle and your animals. Yet this is an easy thing in YHVH’s
eyes - for He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand. Then you must
strike every fortified city and every major town, cut down every good tree,
stop up all the springs of water and ruin every good field with stones.” Then
it came to pass in the morning, about the time of offering up the sacrifice,
behold - water was flowing from the direction of Edom - so that the water
covered the land.

Meanwhile the Moabites heard that the kings had marched to fight against
them. So they gathered themselves together, all that were able to put on
armor and older, and stood at the border. When they rose up early in the
morning and the sun was shining upon the water, the Moabites saw the
water from a distance as red as blood! So they said, "This is blood! The
kings have surely clashed swords and slain each other. Now, to the spoil,
Moab!” But when they came near Israel’s camp, the Israelites rose up and
struck the Moabites, who fled before them. Then they invaded, slaughtering
the Moabites.

Shunammite's Son Raised from Dead
2 Kings 4:8-37

One day when Elisha passed through Shunem, where there was a
prominent woman who persuaded him to eat some food. And so it was,
whenever he passed through, he would stop for a meal. Then she said to
her husband, “Behold now, I realize that this man who often passes through
is a holy man of God. Please, let’'s make a little walled room on the roof,
and let’s put there a bed, a table, a chair, and a lampstand for him. Then
whenever he comes to us, he can stay there.”
One day he came there, and retired to the upper chamber and lay down
there. Then he said to Gehazi (his servant), “Call this Shunammite woman.”
When he had called her, she stood before him. He said to him, “Tell her:
Behold, you have gone to all this trouble for us. What can be done for you?
Can something be communicated to the king or to the commander of the
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army for you?” She answered, "I am living among my own people.” So he
asked, “"Then what should be done for her?” Then Gehazi answered, “In
fact, she has no son, and her husband is old.” “Call her,” he said. And when
he had called her, she stood in the doorway. Then he said, “At this season
next year, you will be embracing a son.” But she said, "No, my lord, do not
lie to your handmaid, man of God.” Nevertheless, the woman conceived and
bore a son during that season the following year, just as Elisha had told
her.

Now when the child was grown, one day he went out to his father among
the reapers. Then he said to his father, "My head, my head!” So he said to
his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” So he picked him up and brought
him to his mother. The child sat on her lap until noon, and then died. She
then went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut the door on
him and went out. Then she called to her husband, and said, “Please send
me one of the servants and one of the donkeys that I may run to the man
of God and come back.” But he said, "Why are you going to him today? It is
neither New Moon nor Shabbat.” But she said, "It will be well.” Then she
saddled the donkey and said to her servant, "Move on! Don’t slow down
riding unless I tell you.” So she set out and came near the man of God at
Mount Carmel. Upon seeing her from a distance, the man of God said to his
servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the Shunammite. Please, run now to meet
her and ask her: ‘Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well
with the boy?’”” She answered, “It is well.” But when she arrived at the
mountain, up to the man of God, she caught hold of his feet. Then Gehazi
stepped forward to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her
alone, for her soul is bitter within her, yet YHVH has hid it from me and has
not told me.” "Did I ask my lord for a son?” she said. "Didnt I say, ‘Don’t
deceive me’?” Then he said to Gehazi, “"Gird up your loins and take my staff
in your hand and go. If you meet anyone, don't greet him. Or if anyone
greets you, don’t answer him; and lay my staff on the face of the child.” But
the mother of the child said, “"As YHVH lives and as you live, I won't leave
you.”

So he arose and followed her. Gehazi passed on ahead of them and laid the
staff on the face of the child, but there was no sound or response. So he
returned to meet him and told him, saying, “The boy has not awakened.”
When Elisha entered the house, there was the child, dead and laying on his
bed. So he entered and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to
YHVH. Then he got up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth
and his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his hands, and he stretched
himself upon him. So the flesh of the child became warm. Then he stepped
down and walked in the house to and fro, and then he got up on the bed
and stretched himself on him. The child sneezed seven times, then the child
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opened his eyes. He then called Gehazi and said, “"Call the Shunammite.” So
he called her. When she came in to him, he said, “Pick up your son.” She
came, fell at his feet and bowed down to the ground. Then she picked up
her son and went out.

Hundred Fed with Twenty Loaves
2 Kings 4:42-44

Now a man came from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God [Elisha]
bread of the firstfruits - 20 loaves of barley bread and fresh ears of corn in
his sack. Then he said, “"Give them to the people that they may eat.” But
his attendant said, “What? Will I set this before a hundred men?” But he
said, “Give them to the people that they may eat, for thus says YHVH, ‘They
will eat and will have left over.” So he set it before them, and they ate and
had some left over, according to the word of YHVH.

Naaman Cured of Leprosy
2 Kings 5:1-19

Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great
man in his master’s sight and highly esteemed, because through him YHVH
had given victory to Aram. Though the man was a mighty man of valor, he
had tza’arat. Aram had gone out in bands, and had taken captive a young
girl from the land of Israel. So she served Naaman’s wife. Then she said to
her mistress, “If only my lord went before the prophet who is in Samaria!
Then he would cure him of his tza'arat.” So Naaman went in and told his
master, saying, “Thus and thus spoke the girl who is from the land of
Israel.” The king of Aram said, “"Go now, and I will send a letter to the king
of Israel.” So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, 6,000
pieces of gold, and ten changes of clothes.

He brought the letter to the king of Israel saying, "When this letter comes
to you, behold, I have sent my servant Naaman to you, so you may cure
him of his tza’arat.” Now when the king of Israel read the letter, he ripped
his clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man is
sending to me to cure a man of his tza’arat? But please consider, and see
how he is seeking a pretext against me.” Now when Elisha the man of God
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent word to the king
saying, "Why have you rent your clothes? Please, let him come to me, and
he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots, and stood at the
doorway of the house of Elisha. So Elisha sent him a messenger, saying,
“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be restored,
and you will be clean.” But Naaman was angered and walked away, saying,
“I thought he would surely come out to me, stand and call on the Name of

YHVH his God, and wave his hand over the spot and cure the tza’arat.
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Aren’t Amanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and
went away in a rage. But his servants approached him and spoke to him,
and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do something difficult,
would you not have done it? How much more then, when he told you only
to ‘Wash and be clean’?” So, he went down and dipped himself seven times
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God. Then his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. When he returned
with his entire retinue to the man of God, and came and stood before him,
he said, “"Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in
Israel. Now please, accept a present from your servant.” But Elisha said,
“As YHVH before whom I stand lives, I will accept nothing.” Naaman
pressed him to accept, but Elisha refused. So Naaman said, “If not, then
please, let your servant be given two mule loads of soil, for your servant
will no longer offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any other god, except
YHVH. In this matter, may YHVH pardon your servant: when my master
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my hand, and I
prostrate myself in the house of Rimmon - when I prostrate myself in the
house of Rimmon, may YHVH pardon your servant in this matter.” Elisha
said to him, “Go in peace.” So Naaman departed from him some distance.

Shadow Goes Back on Sundial
2 Kings 20:8-11

Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What will be the sign that YHVH will heal me,
and that I should go up to the House of YHVH on the third day?” Then
Isaiah said, “This will be the sign to you from YHVH, that YHVH will do this
word He has spoken: Should the shadow go forward ten steps or go back
ten steps?” Hezekiah answered, “It's easy for a shadow to go forward ten
steps; no, let the shadow turn back ten steps.” Then Isaiah the prophet
cried to YHVH; and He brought the shadow ten steps backward, by which it
had gone down on the sundial of Ahaz.

Yeshua performed many miracles, similar to the ones of the prophets. He also

did some that were beyond any God did through the prophets.

leprosy

Matthew 8:1-4

When He came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him. 2 And
a man with tzara’at came to Him and bowed down before Him, saying,
“Master, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Yeshua stretched out
His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing. Be cleansed.” Immediately
his tzara’at was cleansed. And Yeshua said to him, “"See that you tell no
one; but go show yourself to the kohen and offer the gift that Moses

commanded, as a testimony to them.”
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centurion servant
Matthew 8:5-13

Now when Yeshua came into Capernaum, a centurion came begging for
help. [He sent Jewish elders to Him. When they came to Yeshua, they
begged Him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy for You to grant this, for he
loves our people and even built our synagogue.”] “Master,” he said, "my
servant is lying at home paralyzed, horribly tormented.” Yeshua said to
him, “I'll come and heal him.” But the centurion said, "Master, I'm not
worthy to have You come under my roof. But just say the word and my
servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me. I say to this one, ‘Go!” and he goes; and to another, ‘Come!’ and
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this!” and he does it.” Now when Yeshua
heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Amen, I tell
you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith! Moreover, I
tell you that many will come from the east and the west, and they will
recline at table with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be driven out into the outer
darkness; in that place will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then
Yeshua said to the centurion, “"Go. As you have believed, let it be done for
you.” And the servant was healed in that same hour.

the widow of Nain
Luke 7:11-15

The next day Yeshua traveled to a town called Nain, and coming along with
Him were His disciples and a large crowd. Just as He came near the town
gate, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother,
a widow. A considerable crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord
saw her, He felt compassion for her and said, “Don’t cry.” Then He came up
and touched the coffin, and the pallbearers came to a standstill. He said,
“Young man! I tell you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began speaking,
and Yeshua gave him to his mother.

the daughter of Jairus
Luke 8:40-42,49-55

As Yeshua returned, the crowd welcomed Him, for they were all expecting
Him. And here came a man named Jairus, a leader in the synagogue.
Falling at Yeshua’s feet, he begged Him to come to his house, because his
only daughter, about twelve years old, was dying. But as He made His way,
the masses were crushing in upon Him. While He was still speaking,
someone comes from the house of the synagogue leader, saying, “Your
daughter has died. Don’t bother the Teacher anymore.” But hearing this,
Yeshua replied to him, “"Do not fear - just keep trusting, and she shall be
restored.” When Yeshua came into the house, He didn't let anyone enter
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with Him except Peter, John, Jacob, and the child’s father and mother. And
everyone was weeping and lamenting her; but He said, "Don’t weep, for she
didn’t die but is sleeping.” But they were ridiculing Him, knowing she had
died. But Yeshua, took her by the hand and called out, saying, “Child, get
up!” Her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. Yeshua ordered food to
be given to her to eat.

calms a storm
Mark 4:35-41
Now on that same day in the evening, Yeshua says to them, “Let’s cross
over to the other side.” After leaving the crowd, they take Him along in the
boat, just as He was. And other boats were with Him. A great windstorm
arises, and the waves were rushing into the boat. The boat was beginning
to fill up. But Yeshua was in the back of the boat, sleeping on a pillow. They
wake Him up and say to Him, “Teacher, don't you care that we are
perishing?” So He woke up and rebuked the wind. And He said to the sea,
“Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind stopped, and it became totally calm. And He
said to them, “"Why are you afraid? Even now you have no faith?” They
were struck with awe and said to one another, "Who is this? Even the wind
and the sea obey Him!”
Proverbs 30:4

Who has gone up into heaven, and come down?
Who has gathered the wind in the palm of His hand?
Who has wrapped the waters in a cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name and what is the name of His son - if you know?

The disciples knew this, and realized the importance of what had just happened.

Already some followers had experienced “greater than these”

Tabitha (Dorcas)
Acts 9:36-42

In Joppa, there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translates as Dorcas).
She was full of mitzvot and tzedakah, which she continually did. In those
days, she became ill and died. When they had washed her for burial, they
placed her in an upstairs room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples -
hearing that Peter was there - sent two men to him, begging him, “Please
come to us without delay!” So Peter got up and went with them. When he
arrived, they took him to the upstairs room. All the widows were crying,
showing all the tunics and other clothing Dorcas had made while she was
with them. But Peter sent them all outside, and he got down on his knees
and prayed. Then, turning to the body, he said “Tabitha, get up!” She
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. He gave her his
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hand and raised her up. Then he called the kedoshim and widows and
presented her alive. It became known throughout Joppa, and many came to
believe in the Lord.

drowsy Eutychus
Acts 20:7-12

Now on the first day of the week [Saturday night], we gathered to break
bread. Paul was talking with them, intending to leave the next day, so he
prolonged his speech till midnight. There were many lamps in the upper
chamber where we were meeting. Now a young man named Eutychus was
sitting in a windowsill, sinking into a deep sleep as Paul kept on talking.
Overcome by sleep, he fell from the third story and was picked up - dead.
But Paul went down, fell on him and threw his arms around him. He said,
“"Don’t be upset, for his life is within him.” After he went back up and broke
the bread and ate, he talked with them a long while until daybreak and then
left. So they took the boy away alive, greatly relieved.

Trust (faith) has always been the one action of will that participates in
redemption. Abraham was given a position of being right with God through his
trust in God, long before circumcision or law was put in place. This action of will
by Abraham opened the way for each, and because of it, I can now also
participate in that same position of being right with God. Our trust becomes real
as I put it into action. "Lamp to my feet and light to my path" - I can only see
just far enough ahead to avoid stumbling; the long-term planning I leave with
God and trust Him for a great outcome. If I do not move my feet and walk on
the path revealed by God's Word, then I stay in place, stop the flow of His
blessings through us to others, and stagnate (ever see and smell a pool of water
that has been standing for a long time?).

God will not bother to try to steer a parked car.
I have free will - it is a curse and a blessing - choose wisely.

I can move on in confidence and trust that God will continue to guide us, as long
as I heed the instructions in His Word.

The following is adapted from a message from Steve Brown -
You are TOTALLY free, and God working in you, from the inside out, will

bring obedience.
You get to obedience through freedom;
you don't get to freedom through obedience.

God's goodness is meant to lead use to repentance. It's His love that draws me
to be different, to be sanctified, to be obedient - out of freedom comes
obedience and holiness and sanctification.
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