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Biblical Hebrew 102 
Introduction to Grammatical Concepts 

Lesson 13  

   גִיִרוּעשִׁ 
Special Nouns & Review of Nouns 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What we will learn in Lesson 13 
13.01  Review: feminine & masculine nouns  
13.02  Introduce: special nouns: gender & proper nouns  
13.03  Review: the definite article  
13.04  Review: morphology with abbreviations 

13.05 High frequency vocabulary words   

13.06 Homework Worksheet (Answer on 13.07) 
13.07  Answers to Homework worksheet (Exercise13.06) 

13.08 Weekly Parasha Reading 
  
 

“…man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything 

that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD,” Dt 8:3; Mt 4:4. 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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1. Most feminine singular nouns end with a “kamats” + a “hay” (  ִָה ) or a “tav” (ת).  
Most feminine nouns are made plural by adding “cholam vav” (or a “cholam”) & a “tav” 

 to the end of the word. (For additional review, refer to 11:02.) (וֹת )

Singular Definition Plural Definition 

הרוֹתּ  ָ Torah or instruction   תתּוֹר    Torahs or instructions  

החָשְׁפִָּמִ  ָ   family   תוֹחשְׁפּ  מ   families 
 

2. Masculine singular nouns, unlike feminine nouns, do not have a particular ending. 
Most masculine nouns are made plural by adding “chirek”, “yod” & a “mem sofit” 

ים ִִ  )      ) to the end of the word. (For additional review, refer to 12:01.) 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Gender nouns are very easy in Hebrew. Gender nouns are nouns that change according to 
the gender of the person to which they are referring.  
 

In English, gender nouns generally are different words. For example: boy & girl, man & 
woman, king & queen, etc.  

 

In Hebrew, gender nouns are not different words, but a modification of the masculine.  
 

For example: יֶלֶד (boy) changes to יַלְדָה (girl). The masculine noun is changed to 

feminine by “kamats” and a “hay” (  ה ָ ) to the end of the word. 
 

Below are examples of Hebrew gender nouns: 

 (girl) יַלְדָה changes to → (boy) יֶלֶד •
 

ישׁ • שָה changes to → (man) א   (woman) א 
 

 (queen) מַלְכָה changes to → (king) מֶלֶךְ •
 

 (mare or female horse) סוּסָה changes to → (horse) סוּס •
 

 (aunt) דוֹדָה changes to → (uncle) דוֹד •
 

Singular Definition Plural Definition 

ים רִָסְפ book  סֵפֶר   books 

ִהָר mount or mountain  הַר ים    mountains 

13.01 Review basic feminine & masculine nouns  

13.02 Special nouns: gender nouns and proper nouns  

Grammar-Made-Simple: basic feminine & masculine nouns 
➢ All Hebrew nouns are either masculine or feminine. 

 

➢ Feminine singular nouns generally end with a kamats and hay ( ִִָה ). Also, nouns 
which end with a tav (ת), are usually feminine. 

o Feminine nouns generally are made plural by adding a cholam vav & a tav (וֹת) 
to the end of the word.   

➢ Masculine singular nouns have no particular endings. 
o Masculine nouns generally are made plural by adding a chirek, yud/yod, and a 

mem sofit (  ִים  ) to the end of the word. 
 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
https://www.pealim.com/dict/6002-melech/#h-s
https://www.pealim.com/dict/5539-susa/#h-s
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2. Proper nouns are the specific names for a person (eg: Abraham; Sarah), place (eg: Israel; 
Dead Sea), or a thing (eg: Temple; the Land).  
 

Often Hebrew proper nouns are the Hebrew name transliterated into English.  
  

Examples of the proper nouns in Hebrew: 

ם ה  צְחָָק (Abraham) אַבְר   (Isaac)   י 

ה (Jacob)    יַעֲקֹב ר   (Sarah)   ש 

בְקָה  (Rachel)    רָחֵָל  (Rebecca)   ר 

 
 
The Hebrew definite article is neither masculine nor feminine. It is not a separate word, but 
is a prefix attached to the beginning of a noun. It is written with a “hay,” “patach,” & a 

“dagesh chazak”: (ִּּ ַה) 

 

Example of a masculine noun with the article: 

Word (דָבָר) → becomes the wordִ(הַדָבָר) 
 

Example of a feminine noun with the article:  

Torah (תּוֹרָה) → becomes the Torah ( רָהֹהַתּו )  

The exceptions to the ִַה ִּּ  are when the “hay” (the definite article) precedes a guttural* 

The 5 Hebrew gutturals are  אִ,ִה,ִחָ,ִע,ִ&ר . Note: gutturals cannot take dageshes. So, 

when an article precedes a guttural, the vowel under the “hay” changes from a “patach” to 

“kamats” (ִָה) or to a “segol” (ִֶה).   
 

Examples of a definite article added to a noun, which begin with a guttural: 

• father (אָב) → becomes the father (הָאָב) 

• land (אֶרֶץ) → becomes the land (הָאָרֶץ) 

• head ( שׁראֹ ) → becomes the head ( שׁהָראֹ ) 

• man ( י שׁא  ) → becomes the man ( י שׁהָא  ) 
• woman ( השִָׁאִ  ) → becomes the woman ( השִָׁהָאִ  ) 
• mountains (ים ים) becomes the mountains → (הָר   (הֶהָר 

  

13.03 Review Definite Article: the word “the” (For additional review, refer to 11.06.) 
 

Hebrew English Translation Write Hebrew Abbreviations 

ב   father n-ms (noun-masculine singular) א 

ר  ב   the word art; n-ms (article; noun-masculine singular) הַד 

ים  ר   the words art; n-mp (article; noun-masculine plural) הַדְב 

תִבִַּ י   house  

ת בַּ הַ  י   the house  

  heart לֵב 

ים   men אֲנ שׁ ִׁ֗

   boy  יֶלֶד

יםִ   the boys (children) (Gen 33:1) הַיְלָד 

ם  י  ָּֽ   the waters (Gen 1:2) הַמ 

  king מֶלֶך 

יםִ   the kings (Gen 14:5) הַמְלָכ 

סִוּס  horse  

יםִ   the horses (I Kings 10:28) הַסּוּס 

 12.06 Review Definite Article: the word “the”  

Grammar-Made-Simple: definite article 
➢ Good news! There is no difference in the Hebrew definite article when it is used with a 

masculine or a feminine, singular or plural noun. 
 

1. The prefix ( ִַה ִִּּ : “hay” & “patach” & “dagesh chazak”) are added to the noun.  

Example: word (דָבָר) → becomes the wordִ(הִַדָבָר) 

2. Exceptions are when the article precedes a guttural: * ( אִ,ִה,ִחִָ,ִע,ִ&ר ) 
3. When the article precedes a guttural, generally the vowel under the “hay” is changed 

to a kamats. Sometimes, it can change to a tsere or rarely to a segol. 

Example: father (אָב) → becomes the father (הִָאָב) 

Example: mountains (ים ים) becomes the mountains → (הָר   (הִֶהָר 

 
 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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13.05 Let’s put these nouns, articles, and parsing all together:    

 
 

Parsing (aka morphology) is analyzing the different parts of a word.  
 

Abbreviations are a shortened form notating the parsing for a particular word. 

Example: the parsing with its abbreviation for פֶר  ;is N-ms (The N- means it is a noun סֵֵ֫

“m,” it is masculine; and “s,” it is singular.) 

For this lesson, we will use the following 7 abbreviations: 
 

 

art = article (“the” is generally written with a “hay”, “patach”, & a “dagesh chazak”: 
ִּהִַ ) ) 

N = noun (the abbreviation for noun is a “capital N-” is followed by a “dash”) 

f  = feminine 

m = masculine 

s = singular 

p = plural 

N-prop= proper noun 

(Please note: Hebrew abbreviations are fairly uniform; however, they not totally standardized 
world-wide. Once you become familiar with these common abbreviations, you will find it is 
easy to understand the slight variations used by some study tools/books. 

 

 

Vocabulary for the Homework Worksheet (13.06) 

ישׁ 1  man (N-ms)  א 
 

ים18 ר   the words, things (art; N-mp)  הַדְב 

יש2ׁ אֵלthe man (art; N-ms)    19 ִהָא  שְר   Israel, the country (N-prop-fs)  י 

םwoman (N-fs) 20  א  שׁ  ה 3 ה   Abraham (N-prop-ms)  אַבְר 

א  שׁ  ה4  Jacob (N-prop-ms) ִיַעֲקֹבthe woman (art; N-fs) 21  ה 

ב 5  king (N-ms)  מֶלֶך father (N-ms) 22  א 

ב 6 א  ים the father (art; N-ms) 23  ה  כ   the kings (art; N-mp)  הַמְל 

 land (N-fs)  אֶרֶץson (N-ms) 24 ִבִֵּן7ִ

ים8 רֶץsons or children (N-mp) 25  בּ  נ  א   the land (art; N-fs)  ה 

 horse (N-ms)  סוּסboy or child (N-ms) 26  יֶלֶד 9

ה10 ים girl (N-fs) 27  יַלְד   the horses (art; N-mp)  הַסּוּס 

13.04 Review: Parsing with abbreviations  (For additional review, refer to 11:05.)  

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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13.06 Homework Worksheet:   

צְו ה uncle (N-ms) 28  דוֹד 11  commandment (N-fs)  מ 

ה12  aunt (N-fs)  דוֹד 
 

צְו ה 29  the commandment (art; N-fs)  הַמ 

ה13  mount or mountain (N-ms) ִהַרfamily (art; N-fs) 30  מ  שְׁפּ  ח  

יםfamilies (N-fp) 31  מ  שְׁפּ  חוֹת 14 ר   mountains (N-mp)  ה 

ר 15 ב  הword, thing (N-ms) 32  ד   Torah or instruction (N-fs)  תּוֹר 

ר 16 ב  הthe word, thing (art; N-ms) 33  הַד  ר   the Torah or instruction (art; N-fs)  הַתּו 

ים17 ר  קwords, things (N-mp) 34  דְב  צְח   Isaac (N-prop-ms)  י 

ים18 ר   Rachel (N-prop-fs)      רָחֵָלthe words, things (art; N-mp) 35  הַדְב 

 

Fill in blanks with Hebrew word  
Fill in blanks with English 

Translation  
Fill in blanks with abbreviations  

 mount or mountain N-ms  הַר1

   סוּס 2

ם3 ה   Abraham N-prop-ms (noun proper-ms)  אַבְר 

ר4 ב      הַד 
art; n-ms (article; noun-masculine 
singular) 

5    words or things  

ים6 ר   art; N-mp   הַדְב 

7   the horses  

יש8ׁ  N-ms   א 

9  Torah or instruction N-fs 

 land  N-fs   אֶרֶץ10

11ִִ the man  

ים12 נ    sons  בּ 

ה13 שׁ   N-fs   א 

14  
 

king  
15   commandment N-nf 

   ִבֵּן16ִ

17  
 

the woman  

ה18 ר      הַתּו 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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Fill in blanks with Hebrew 
word  

Fill in blanks with English 
Translation  

Fill in blanks with abbreviations  

 mount or mountain N-ms  הַר1

 horse N-ms סוּס 2

ם3 ה   Abraham N-prop-ms (Noun-proper-ms)  אַבְר 

ר4 ב   the word or the thing   הַד 
art; n-ms (article; Noun-masculine 
singular) 

ים5 ר   words or things N-mp   דְב 

ים6 ר   the words or the things art; N-mp  הַדְב 

ים 7  the horses art; N-mp  הַסּוּס 

יש8ׁ  man N-ms  א 

ה9  Torah or instruction N-fs  תּוֹר 

 land  N-fs   אֶרֶץ10

יש11ׁ  the man art; N-ms ִהָא 

ים12 נ   sons N-mp  בּ 

ה13 שׁ   woman N-fs  א 

 king N-ms  מֶלֶך 14

צְו ה15  commandment N-nf      מ 

 son N-ms ִבֵּן16ִ

ה17 שׁ  א   the woman art; N-fs  ה 

ה18 ר   the Torah or the instruction art; N-fs  הַתּו 

13.07 ANSWERS: Homework Worksheet  

Reminder:  
➢ Dagesh Chazak: if a vowel precedes a dagesh, that dagesh is a dagesh chazak (refer to Lesson 9). 

 

➢ Sheva is vocal: when a long vowel precedes the sheva. 
Long vowels:   

kamats  קָמַץ ( ִִָ) // tsere צֵירֵי ( ִֵ) // cholam חָוֹלָם  ( ִִֹ) // cholam vav  ו חָוֹלָם ו  קרִֶשׁוּ  shurek  // (וֹ)    (וּ) 
 

➢  

13.08 Weekly Parasha reading.  

1. Go to Calendar on CFS website: www.FaithfulStewardship.org  -- click on Calendar. Select current year & scroll 
to current month. 

2. OR click here to go directly:  https://www.faithfulstewardship.org/calendar/   
Select current year & scroll to current month. 

 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
http://www.faithfulstewardship.org/
https://www.faithfulstewardship.org/calendar/

