
Independent or stand-alone prepositions: These prepositions are independent words. 
1On, above, about: עַל  
2Under or instead of:  תַחַת   
3Before: לִפְנֵי   
4After: אַחֲרֵי  or  אַחַר 
5To or toward or for:  אֶל  
6From or out of:  מִן 

7Until: עַד   
8Inside or in the midst:  בּ  תוֹך  
9Beside:עַל־יַד  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7
until =  עַד 
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2
under, underneath, instead of =  תַחַת 

1
on, upon, about, above =  עַל 

3
before, in the presence of = לִפְנֵי 

6
from, out of = מִן  

5
to, into, for, toward = אֶל  

4
after, behind = אַחֲרֵ י  or אַחַר  

 אַחֲרֵי

* Note: Context is important.  Hebrew prepositions are translated 

using various English words. Check context carefully. 

8
in, inside = ְבְּ תוֹך  

A few other stand-alone preps 

• Because of or due to:  ִּלַלב ג   

• Between:   ֵּיןב   
• Instead of:  ִּק ב ם וֹמ   

• Like, as, similar to:  ֹמו  כ 

• With: אֵת or    עִם  
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Dependent or inseparable prepositions:  
The second type of preposition is called the dependent or inseparable preposition. Unlike stand-alone 
prepositions, inseparable prepositions cannot be separated from the noun or the pronoun (pronominal 
suffix) to which they are attached.  
 

The basic inseparable prepositions are  ְּב (in);  ְּכ (like, as);  ְל(to); and  ִמ (from, out of).  

Dependent Preps & Independent Preps    

 in like or as 
to or 

toward 

from or 

out of 

Dependent  ְּמִ  לְ  כְּ  ב 

Independent   ּךוֹתב      
or in the midst 

 אֶל כְּמו 
 מִן

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Examples of inseparable prepositions in a phrase: 

in + a land = אֶרֶץ → בּ   + אֶרֶץ  בּ 

to + Israel =  רָאֵל רָאֵל → ל   + יִש    ל  יִש 

like + a king = מֶלֶך  → כ    +  מֶלֶך  כ 

from + a boy = מִיֶלֶד  → מִ  +  יֶלֶד   
 

 
 

in, inside, in the midst 

of, at, by =   ּב 

like, as, similar to =  ְּכ 

to, into, for, toward =   ל 


