Biblical Hebrew Course 103

Developing Grammatical Concepts
Lesson 25
10 VY

Adjectives: attributive & substantive

Mahane Yehuda market is beginning to reopen

— everyone is still wearing masks ©

What we will learn in Lesson 25
25.01 Introduce: adjectives
25.02 Hebrew adjectives that occur frequently in TaNaKh
25.03 Introduce: attributive adjectives
25.04 Exercise: translate these phrases with attributive adjectives
25.05 Additional translation exercises
25.06 Introduce: substantive adjectives
25.07 Examples of substantive adjectives
25.08 Answers: to exercises 25.04 & 25.05
25.09 Review vocabulary
2510 Weekly Parasha
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25.01 Introduce: adjectives
An adjective is a word that describes a noun. In English, adjectives generally precede the noun.

For example: The small horse. The good horse. (adjectives are highlighted in yellow)
While English has many adjectives, Hebrew has relatively few.

Both Hebrew nouns & adjectives have gender (masculine or feminine) & number (singular or
plural).
The inflection* endings for Hebrew adjectives are the same as for nouns:
Example: large or big (?173)
"The masculine singular adjective remains in the simple, lexical form of the word — 2173
*feminine singular adds: 715 - 712173
masculine plural adds: 0% - D’?i'f%
*feminine plural adds: N1 - NT237)

25.02 Hebrew adjjectives that occur frequently in the TaNaKh

INFLECTION (change in the form of a word)
ENGLISH DEFINITION s 7 mp o
(masculine singular) (feminine singular) (masculine plural) (feminine plural)
). great, big, large 2373 72373 7173 | nivim
2). many, great, numerous my| 737 akioly) nian
3). evil, wicked, bad ¥I v o°y7) m’yj
4). wise, skillful D;U ﬂ@;g D’D;B .Tﬁ?ﬂ;ﬂ
4). near, close 2P naivp [oeaivp [ piainp
6). light, easy, simple b? ’—‘?P Ds‘?P njbg
7). clean, pure (ceremonially) Lev 10:10 jimg ,—mjmg Dﬁ_i,—;p m’m’m:g
8). beautiful, wonderful 92 19> o9’ m’g:
9). strong, powerful, mighty . )
Deut 31:6, Josh 1:6-9; 1Chron 22:13, PID ,-‘EID D’PIU nWPIU
28:20, 2Chron 32:7 ) ) )
10). unclean, impure (in terms of ;
e el TRy | DNRY | niNpy
11). straight, honest 1'(;]: ,'ﬁf T’ D’jtg’ nijﬁ
12). holy, sacred, hallowed WWTE HENTP D’W17|7 n1W17|7
13). good, pleasant, appropriate mhlo) ,'(;ﬂg akimbl@ NIiain

Grammar-Made-Simple: adjectives

1). Hebrew adjectives generally follow the noun they modify.
They have the same inflection endings as nouns: fs: 7% mp: % fp: Ni

2). Adjectives must agree with the noun (which is also called the antecedent). In other words, the adjective must
agree with the noun in gender (masculine or feminine), number (singular or plural), and definiteness (with
or without the article “the”).

3). Often when a 3-4 letter masculine singular adjective has a 7 (kamats) under the 1st consonant, the kamats will
become a ¢} (sheva) when the adjective is inflected in the fs, mp, and fp.

For example, 2173 becomes 119173, 222173, & Ni?i73
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25.03 Introduce: attributive adjectives

We are going to learn about the attributive adjective. This adjective clarifies or modifies an

attribute about the noun. For example, the good horse. (This adjective shows the horse is good.)

Hebrew attributive adjectives:
e Attributive adjectives ‘generally’ come after the nouns they describe (or modify). The
word order, however, can be reversed if the adjective is to be emphasized.
e Attributive adjectives and the nouns they modify agree in gender (masculine or feminine),
in number (singular or plural), & in definiteness (with or without the article “the”).
e If an attributive adjective is definite, then the noun it modifies must also be definite. If the
adjective is definite, then both the adjective & the noun must have the article.

Examples:
Indefinite examples (eg, a good horse): Definite examples (eg: the good horse)
good horse: i 010 the good horse: mblokyRekloh!
good mare: 11210 71OI0 (female horse) the good mare: 112100 17010
good horses: 0270 O°010 the good horses: 0°23v7 0°0197
good mares: ni2jv NI the good mares: ni2jwvg NIoIvd

25.04 Exercise: translate these with attributive adjectives

1. beautiful woman

2. the good father

3. evil king

4. beautiful mother

5. the many brothers

6. large boy (child)

7. the evil daughter

8. strong child (boy)

9. evil man

10. strong kings

11. holy book

12. beautiful house

13. good king

14. the big house
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15. good daughters (N112)

16. many women (exck 16:41)_ (note: the noun for women is irregular)

17. many days (Gen 2134

18. and a great wind (xi19:11)

25.05 Additional translation exercises
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10. W0 Qv (Micah 2:7)
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25.06 Introduce: substantive adjectives
Substantive adjectives are used independently as nouns. They stand-alone, meaning there is no noun for the
adjective to modify.

” «

When the word D27} (“wise”) is used by itself, can mean “wise,
dictate whether this is merely a noun or a substantive.

a wise one,” or “a wise man”. Context will

When the definite article is used with 027], it is translated as “the wise one” or “the wise man.”
Examples:

02777 (the wise man):

Ecc 8:17 - ‘D;Uﬁ AN "OX (“If the wise one/man will say...”)
D’?J;ﬂf_i (the wise, or skillful, men):

Ex 36:4 - D’DQU?_‘ =93 (“all the wise/skillful men...”)
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25.07 Examples of substantive adjectives (refer to 25.02 for vocabulary)
1. 21737 - the great ones/men (for example: Ezekiel 21:14, NKJV: “It is the sword™ that slays the
great ones/men” 577}:‘ 5273 2 * N’ﬁ)

2. V3 — the evil thing (for example: Deut 4:25, Young’s Literal Translation: “have done the evil thing in
the eyes of Jehovah” 7’

JORTIN Y2 VA7 apy)

3. WT — the straight/right/upright one (for example: Micah 2:7, Aramaic Bible in Plain English:
“with/to the upright one” Y7 OY)

4. Ti:iﬁ@fl — the goodness/ the good (for example: Ex 18:9, “all the goodness which YHVH did”
T ARPYTIWR 379)

Note: if both have an article, then adjective is probably an attributive.
If there is only an adjective and no noun, then it is probably a substantive adjective.

GRAMMAR-MADE-SIMPLE: Difference between substantive & attributive adjectives
Notice how differently 721097 is translated when it is substantive as opposed to attributive
Substantive: with substantive adjective, there is no noun for the adjective to modify
.'i:;mfi — the goodness/ the good -- Ex 18:9, “all the goodness which YHVH did” "7;
T alyowR ndba
Attributive: the attributive adjective generally follows the noun which it modifies
Yoy TING - the good land -- Dt 1:35, “see ... the good land...”
H:QWUU PIRG DN ... AR
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25.08 Answers to Exercise: 25.04 & 25.07

Answers to Exercise: 25.04

1. beautiful woman

2. the good father (s 18.4)
3. evil king

4. beautiful mother

5. the many brothers ovum 326
6. large boy (child)

7. the evil daughter

8. strong child (boy)

9. evil man

10. strong (udges 18:26) kings
11. holy book

12. beautiful house

13. good king

14. the big house

15. good daughters

16. many women (xck 16:41)
17. many days (Gen21:34)

18. and a great wind qxi19:11)

19} YN
miloh| g
SRR

119} DX
0°277 O°IRG
2373 19
Y77 Nag
PIn 722
Rzl
DOPIN D777
W'ﬁ'q? 799
79 N2

20 7%
21730 n"ag
niaiv niia
N1 oY)
aoipNalia)
a7 M)

Answers to Exercise: 25.07

1. Q27 UR
. 29737 2717 o)

\S]

3. D°37 0 Genzisy
723792 o)
1283 PIRT Eso
T AR @)

T 017 @ekiel 11:19)
TRI0 T3 @xs19)

° 0 N o g &

ZjLDﬂ?W‘ (Ps 119:165)
10. WEZT/:U QY oicah 2:7)

a wise man

the great desert
many days

all the good things
the good land

a straight path/road
a new spirit

by a strong hand

a great peace

with righteous
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25.00 Review Vocabulary

Vocabulary List for this lesson. Please also refer to 25.02

UOR man (Noms) YR woman (N-fs) ok]o) hotse (N-ms)

770 Torah (N-£y) gbls) book (N-ms) D] women (N-fp)

DOWIR men/people Nmp) 197 king (N-ms) MY spirit/wind (N-f)

OX  mother (N-fs) D373 great/large (adims) iy great/many (adj-m)

v evil/bad (adims) 2P light/easy (adj-ms) 2P close/near (adj-ms)

Y pure/clean @dims)  119) beautiful /wonderful (adj-ms) [T strong/powerful (adj-ms)

230 good/pleasant (adj-ms) WY straight/honest (adj-ms) WITR  holy/sacred/hallowed (adj-ms)

XU unclean/impure (adj-ms)Q2D wise (N & adj-ms)

|

25.10 Weekly Parasha reading
1. Go to: www.RestoringTorah.org
2. Click on Calendar & select the current year
3. Scroll down to current month
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