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Biblical Hebrew 103 
Developing Grammatical Concepts 

Lesson 23  

  גִכִרוּעשִׁ 
Construct Chains, continued  

 
 

 

What we will learn in Lesson 23 
23.01  Review: What is a construct chain?  
23.02  Examples of construct chains with masculine & feminine nouns 
23.03  Find construct chains in these verses   
23.04  Review vocabulary words for lesson 23 

23.05  Weekly Parasha 

 

 

 

 

Mahane Yehuda is a very special market in Jerusalem. Nuts, seeds, and 

spices are beautifully displayed … and sampled     

 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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23.02 Examples of construct chains  

 

 

 
 

1. Masculine singular constructs use the masculine form of a noun; often the vowel is modified.  

a. Example: ִן ןִ becomes (son) בִּ   Notice the only change is that the tsere under the bet .(son of) בִּ 
changes to a segol in the construct form. 
 

2. Masculine plural nouns are changedִto a plural construct noun by dropping the chirek, yud, & mem sofit 
ending & adding a tsere and a yud. 

a. Example:  ִּיםִב ִ֖ נ   (sons) becomes  ִֵּ֣יב נ   (sons of).  
 

3. Feminine singular nouns are generally made construct by replacing the final hay with a tav.  

a. Example:  ִהשׁ ִ א  (woman or wife) becomes  ִׁש תא   (wife of) 

b. Example: ִ התּוֹר  (Torah) becomes ִ תתּוֹר  (Torah of) 
 

4. Feminine plural constructs do not change the ending when turning feminine plural noun into a construct 

a. Example: צ֤וֹת becomes (lands) אֲר  צ ִוֹתאַר   (lands of) 

  

EXAMPLES OF CONSTRUCT CHAINS 

MASCULINE Singular Construct 

1) The people of Israel ִלעַם א  ר  ש  י   
 the people of / masculine singular construct noun – עַם

לִ א  ר  ש  י  – Israel / absolute noun 

2) chest of wood  ץִִןוֹאֲר ע   
ןוֹאֲר  – chest (ark/cabinet/closet) of / masculine singular 

construct noun 

ץִ ע  – wood / absolute noun 

3) by the hand of Jacob 
(Gen 27:17)  ִּיַעֲקֹבִיַדב  

יַדבִּ   – in or by the hand of / masculine singular construct noun 
יַעֲקֹבִ – Ya’akov /  proper noun; absolute noun 

4) the son of Jesse (1Sam 20:27)  ִּישִַׁ־יִ ןב  
־ןבִּ   – the son of /  masculine singular construct noun 
ישִַׁיִ   – Jesse /  proper noun; absolute noun 

MASCULINE Plural Construct 

5) the sons of Israel (1Chron 2:1) ִֵ֣י נ  לבּ  ֵ֑ א  ר  ש  י   
ֵ֣י נ   the sons of /  masculine plural construct noun – בּ 
ל ֵ֑ א  ר  ש    Israel / absolute noun –  י 

6) “the surface of the waters” 
(Gen 1:2) ִֵ֥י נ  םִפ  י  ָּֽ הַמ   

ֵ֥י נ    the faces of / masculine plural construct noun – פ 

םִ י  ָּֽ הַמ  - the waters / absolute noun  

Grammar-Made-Simple: how to identify definite construct chain 

 3 ways to identify a definite construct chain: 

1. The absolute noun has an article “ ם :eg (the) ”הַ ִ  י  ָּֽ ית or (English, the waters) הַמ  ר   (the covenant) הַבּ 

2. The absolute noun has a pronominal suffix. eg: ָיך ֵ֑ וֹ or (your God) אֱלֹה  נֵ֥  (his son) בּ 

3. Or the absolute noun is a proper noun. eg: ל א  ר  ש   (Jacob) יַעֲקֹב or (Israel) י 
 

 

1) The people of the land (Jer 37:2)  רֶץ ם הָאָָ֑ ַ֣  וְע 

2) The words of YHVH (Jer 37:2)   ה י יְהוָָ֔ ַ֣ בְר   דִּ

3) by the hand (or authority) of Jeremiah (Jer 37:2)  רְמְיָָ֥הו ַ֖ד יִּ  בְי 

4) king of Jerusalem (Josh 10:1) ם לֶךְ יְרושָלִּ ִַ֗  מֶַ֣

5) inhabitants of Gibeon (Josh 10:1)   י ֵ֤ בְעֹון  יֹשְב  גִּ  

6) way of the wilderness (Ex 13:18)  ר דְבַָ֖ מִּ רֶךְ ה   דֶָ֥

7) children (sons) of Israel (Ex 13:18)  ל ַ֖ שְרָא   בְנ י־יִּ

8) from the land of Egypt (Ex 13:18) ם יִּ צְרָָֽ רֶץ מִּ אֶָ֥  מ 

9) sea of reeds (Ex 13:18)  וף  י ם־סָ֑

10) house of Israel (Ex 16:31)  ל ֵ֛ שְרָא  ית־יִּ ָֽ  ב 

11) like the seed of coriander (Ex 16:31)   ד ע ג    כְזֵֶֶ֤֤ר 

12) the servant of YHVH (Josh 8:31)  ה בֶד־יְהוָָ֜  עֶָֽ

13) the people (sons) of Israel (Josh 8:31)  ל שְרָא ִַ֗ ַ֣י יִּ  בְנ 

14) in the book of the Torah of Moses (Josh 8:31)   פֶר ה בְס   ת מֹשֶָ֔ ַ֣ תֹור   

15) the altar of stones (Josh 8:31) ים ַ֣ ח  אֲבָנִּ זְב   מִּ

יו   ָ֑ י אָבִּ ַ֣ רֶץ מְגור   בְאֶַ֖

23.01 Review: What is a construct chain?  
A construct chain is a series of two or more nouns. When translated into English, the word “of” is generally 

inserted between the nouns.  
Remember: the first noun (or nouns) in a construct chain is the construct noun. (It is called a construct noun 

because the construct noun is changed or ‘constructed’.) 
 The final noun in the chain is the absolute noun. (Absolute nouns are how nouns appear in a lexicon or dictionary.) 

http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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23.03 Find construct chains in the following verses 

 

24.03 Find construct chains in the following verses 

  

 

 

Jeremiah 37:2 

“But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the words of the 

LORD [YHVH] that he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.” Jer 37:2, ESV 

יא׃ ָֽ נָבִּ רְמְיָָ֥הו ה  ַ֖ד יִּ ר בְי  בֶָ֔ ר דִּ ה אֲשֶַ֣ י יְהוָָ֔ ַ֣ בְר  רֶץ אֶל־דִּ ם הָאָָ֑ ַ֣ יו וְע  עֲבָדַָ֖ וא ו  ע הָ֥ ֵ֛ א שָמ  ָֹ֥   וְל

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) the words of the king of the 
land ְִך ל  יִמ  ר  ב  ץִד  ר  א  ה   

י ר  ב   the words of /  masculine plural construct noun – ד 
ךְִ ל  מ  – the king of / masculine singular construct noun 
ץִ ר  א  ה  – the land / absolute noun  

FEMININE Singular Construct 

8) the State of Israel ינַת ד  לשִ ־יִ מ  רַא   
ינַת־ ד   the state (or country) of / feminine singular – מ 

construct noun 
לשִ יִ  רַא   – Israel / absolute noun 

9) the wife of Abram, Gen 16:1 ִת שׁ  םִא  ר  אַב   
ת שׁ   the wife of / feminine construct noun  – א 

ם ִ ר  אַב  – Abram / absolute noun 

FEMININE Plural Construct 

10) the United States of America 
(the acronym for U.S.A. is ארה"ב) 

צוֹתִ יתאַר  ר  הַבּ   
צוֹת  the lands of / feminine plural construct noun  – אַר 

יתִ ר  הַבּ  – the covenant / absolute noun 

Strong's Translit Hebrew English Morphology 

8104 [e] wə-šā-mar-tā, תּ  ִ  מַר  ֵ֣ שׁ   Therefore you shall keep conjunction+Verb [2ms; perfect] ו 

853 [e] ’eṯ- ת־ִ   DDOM (Def. Direct Object Marker)  - א 

4687 [e] miṣ-wōṯ ת וִֹ֖ צ   the commands [the commands of] N-fp /construct noun מ 

3069 [e] Yah-weh ֵ֣הִ  הו   The LORD [YHVH] N-prop/absolute noun י 

430 [e] ’ĕ-lō-he-ḵā; יךִָ  ֵ֑   your God N-mp + (sf) 2ms אֱלֹה 

1980 [e] lā-le-ḵeṯ תִ  כ  ֵ֥ ל   to walk Verb prep/ Qal (inf) ל 

1870 [e] biḏ-rā-ḵāw יוִ  ִ֖ כ  ר  ד   in His ways Prep/n-mp (sf)3ms בּ 

3372 [e] ū-lə-yir-’āh הִ  ֵ֥ א  ר  י    and to fear conj/prep/Qal (inf) וּל 

853 [e] ’ō-ṯōw. וֹ׃ִ    DDOM (sf) 3ms / Qal [him] - אֹתָּֽ
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Genesis 6:5 

“The LORD [YHVH] saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts 

of his heart was only evil continually,” Gen 6:5 ESV 

ום׃  יָֹֽ ע כָל־ה  ַ֖ ק ר  ָ֥ ו ר  בָֹ֔ ת לִּ חְשְבַֹ֣ צֶר  מ  רֶץ וְכָל־י   ם בָאָָ֑ ת הָאָדַָ֖ ָ֥ ה רָע  בֵָ֛ י ר  ָ֥ ה כִּ ֶַ֣֤רְא יְהוָָ֔ י   ו 

 

 
  

Strong's Translit Hebrew English Morphology 

7200 [e] way-yar ֶַ֣֤רְא י   And saw WCI | V-Qal-Consec Imperf-3ms  (becomes perf)  ו 

3068 [e] Yah-weh,  ה  Yahweh N-proper-ms  יְהוָָ֔

3588 [e] kî י ָ֥  that Conj  כִּ

7227 [e] rab-bāh ה בֵָ֛  great Adj-fs [was]  ר 

7451 [e] rā-‘aṯ ָ֥ת   the wickedness of N-fs/ construct noun  רָע 

120 [e] hā-’ā-ḏām ם  man Art | N-ms/ absolute noun  הָאָדַָ֖

776 [e] bā-’ā-reṣ;  רֶץ  in the earth Prep-b, Art | N-fs  בָאָָ֑

3605 [e] wə-ḵāl וְכָל־  and [that] every Conj-w | N-ms/ construct noun  

3336 [e] yê-ṣer   צֶר   intent of N-ms/ construct noun  י  

4284 [e] maḥ-šə-ḇōṯ ת חְשְבַֹ֣   the thoughts of N-fp/ construct noun  מ 

3820 [e] lib-bōw, ֹו בָ֔  his heart N-ms/ absolute noun | 3ms (sf)  לִּ

7535 [e] raq ק ָ֥  altogether Adv [was]  ר 

7451 [e] ra‘ ע ַ֖  evil Adj-ms  ר 

3605 [e] kāl- כָל־  all [of] N-ms/ construct noun  

3117 [e] hay-yō-wm.  וֹם׃ יָֽ  the time Art | N-ms/ absolute noun  ה 
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Numbers 30:1  

“Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the people of Israel, saying, “This is what the LORD [YHVH] has 

commanded,” Num 30:1, ESV 

ה׃  וָָ֥ה יְהוָָֽ ר צִּ ר אֲשֶַ֖ דָבָָ֔ ר זֶַ֣ה ה  אמָֹ֑ ל ל  ַ֖ שְרָא  ָ֥י יִּ בְנ  ות לִּ טָֹ֔ מ  י ה  ַ֣ ר מֹשֶה  אֶל־רָאש  ֵ֤ ב  יְד   ו 

 

 

Strong's Translit Hebrew English Morphology 

1696 [e] way-ḏab-bêr ר ֵ֤ ב  יְד   And spoke WCI (becomes perf) – 3ms ו 

4872 [e] mō-šeh   מֹשֶה Moses N-proper-ms 

413 [e] ’el- אֶל־ to Prep 

7218 [e] rā-šê י ַ֣  the heads of N-mp /construct noun רָאש 

4294 [e] ham-maṭ-ṭō-wṯ, וֹת טָ֔ מ   the tribes / staff / branch / rod Art | N-mp /absolute noun ה 

1121 [e] liḇ-nê ָ֥י בְנ   concerning to or for the sons of Prep-l | N-mp/construct noun לִּ

3478 [e] yiś-rā-’êl ל ַ֖ שְרָא   Israel N-proper-ms /absolute noun יִּ

559 [e] lê-mōr; ר אמָֹ֑  saying / to say Prep-l | V-Qal-Inf ל 

2088 [e] zeh זֶַ֣ה this [is] demonstrative pro-ms 

1697 [e] had-dā-ḇār, ר דָבָָ֔  the thing or word Art | N-ms ה 

834 [e] ’ă-šer ר  which relative pro אֲשֶַ֖

6680 [e] ṣiw-wāh וָָ֥ה  has commanded V-Piel-Perf-3ms צִּ

3068 [e] Yah-weh.  ה׃  Yahweh N-proper-ms יְהוָָֽ

23.04 Review vocabulary words for Lesson 23: 

The vocabulary in this lesson include high frequency words, which appear frequently in 

the TaNaKh. 

We encourage you to review these words until the vocabulary becomes familiar. 

23.05 Weekly Parasha reading -- go to Calendar on CFS website: www.FaithfulStewardship.org or click 

here to go directly:  https://www.FaithfulStewardship.org/bible-readings-schedule/ 
 

24.04 Vocabulary flash cards for Lesson 24: 

The vocabulary in this lesson include high frequency words, which appear frequently in 

the TaNaKh. 

We encourage you to review these words until the vocabulary becomes familiar. 

24.05 Weekly Parasha reading (go to www.RestoringTorah.org) 
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