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Biblical Hebrew 103 
Developing Grammatical Concepts 

Lesson 26  

   כוִרוּעשִׁ 
Adjectives, cont. 

 
 

What we will learn in Lesson 26 
26.01  Review: attributive adjectives 
26.02 Adjectives with their opposites 
26.03  Introduce: predicative adjectives 
26.04  Attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases 

26.05  Exercise: attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases 
26.06  Weekly Parasha 

  

Mahane Yehuda market pre-covid 
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26.02 VOCABULARY: adjectives with their opposites 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEFINITION 
INFLECTION (change of a particular word) 

ms  
(masculine singular) 

fs 
(feminine singular) 

mp  
(masculine plural) 

fp 
(feminine plural) 

 

Antonyms (opposites) 
 

1).  new ׁים חֲדָשָׁה חָדָש  חֲדָשׁוֹתִ חֲדָשׁ 
2).  old (as in age), elder  ים זְקֵנָה זָקֵן  זְקֵנוֹתִ זְקֵנ 
 

3).  small  ִיםִ קְטַנָהִ קָטָן  קְטַנוֹתִ קְטַנ 

4).  great, big, large  דוֹל ה  גָּ דוֹלָּ דוֹלִים  גְּ דוֹלִים  גְּ  גְּ
 

5).  good, pleasant, appropriate ה טוֹב  טוֹבוֹת  טוֹבִים טוֹבָּ
6).  evil, wicked, bad ה  רַע עָּ עִים רָּ עוֹת רָּ  רָּ
 

7).  light, easy, simple ה קַל  קַלוֹת  קַלִים קַלָּ
8). difficult, hard ה יםִ קָשָׁה קָשֶׁׁ  קָשׁוֹתִ קָשׁ 
 

9). near, close רוֹב ה קָּ רוֹבָּ רוֹבִים קְּ רוֹבוֹת  קְּ  קְּ
10). far, distant ִיםִ רְחֹקָה רָחוֹק  רְחוֹקוֹתִ רְחוֹק 

 

11). holy, sacred, hallowed  ׁדוֹש ה קָּ דוֹשָּׁ דוֹשִׁים קְּ דוֹשׁוֹת  קְּ  קְּ
12). profane, commonness, unholy ִָעשִָׁר  (Ex 18:25) not used in TaNaKh ים  not used in TaNaKh  (Job 3:17) רְשָׁע 

 

13). clean, pure (ceremonially) Lev 10:10 הוֹר ה טָּ הוֹרָּ הוֹרִים טְּ הוֹרוֹת  טְּ  טְּ
14). unclean, impure Lev 10:10 מֵא ה טָּ מֵאָּ מֵאִים טְּ מֵאוֹת טְּ  טְּ

 

26.01 Review: adjectives 

Hebrew has relatively few adjectives.  

An adjective is a word that describes a noun.  

For example (adjective is highlighted in yellow): The small horse. The good horse. 

Remember: Attributive adjectives: 

1. Generally attributive adjectives are after the nouns they describe. The word order, 

however, can be reversed if the adjective is to be emphasized. 

2. NOTE: when an attributive adject is definite, the article (the) must be on both the noun & 

the adjective.  

 
 Grammar-Made-Simple: adjectives 

1). Adjectives have the same inflection endings as nouns: fs:  ִִָה    mp:  ִִ ים    fp: ֹתִו  

2). The adjective must agree with the noun (or antecedent) that they modify in gender (masculine or feminine), 
number (singular or plural), and definiteness (with the article “the” or without). 

3). Often when the vowel under the 1st letter of the consonant of the masculine singular adjective is a  ָ   (kamats), 
the kamats will become a    ְ  (sheva) when the adjective is inflected to fs, mp, and fp forms. For example, 

דוֹלָּה becomes גָּדוֹל דוֹלִים ,גְּ דוֹלוֹת ,גְּ  This does not hold true if the first consonant is a guttural; a few) גְּ
examples are shown below.) 
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slation of sentences. (Hint: refer to common adjectives in 26.02.) 

1. The day is near. (Ezek 7: 7) ום ובִהַיֹֹּ֥  (parse: N-ms; art; predicative adj-ms)  קָרֹֹ֛

2. The day is far. ִרָחוֹקִִהַיוִֹם    

3. The day is good. ִטוֹבִִהַיוֹם     

4. The day is bad.  ִרַעִהַיוֹם 

5. A new house (Dt 22:8) ׁש תִחָדָָ֔ י      (note: there is no article; attributive adj - ms) בַַּ֣
6. An old house ִתִזָקֵן  בִַי 

7. A holy house  ׁתִ קָדוֹש  בִַי 

8. A big house ִתִגָדוֹל   בִַי 

9. A new spirit (Ezek 11:19) רוּחִִַחֲדִָשִָׁה (ִַרוּח is an adj-fs)    

10. An evil spirit  ִרוּחִִַרָעָה    

11. A good spirit ִרוּחִִַטוֹבָה 

12. A great spirit ִרוּחִִַגְדוֹלָה     

13. The place is holy. (Ezek 42:13) ִׁש וםִקָדֹֹֽ   (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms)  הַמָקֹֹ֖

14. The place is evil. הַמָקוֹםִִרַע  

15. The place is profane. הַמָקוֹםִ רִָשִָׁע 

16. For the day is holy. (Neh 8:10)   ִׁש וםִקָדֹֹ֑ יִהַיֹֹ֖ ֹּ֥    כ 
17. The land was exceedingly good. (Num 14:7)  ד דִמְאֹֹֽ ץִמְאֹֹּ֥ רֶׁ הִהָאָֹ֖      טֹובָֹּ֥
18. and a great evil (Eccl 2:21) ה הִרַבָֹֽ     וְרָעָֹּ֥

26.04 Attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases  

Do we remember noun sentences? These are sentences with at least one noun & any number of other nouns 

or other words. The key is that they do not have an apparent verb – a form of the verb “to be” must be 

added when it is translated into English.  

Predicative adjectives are similar to noun sentences in that they also do not have an apparent verb, but again 

the verb “to be” must be added. 

Predicative adjectives agree in gender & number with the subject noun they modify or describe – but 

predicative adjectives never take the article (only the subject noun takes the article).  

1. The predicative adjective never takes an article. Only the subject noun will have the article.  

2. Usually, the predicative adjective sometimes precede its antecedent (the noun which it modifies). 

3. Only context will show whether the adjective is attributive or predicative. 

Example of a predicative adjective:  

The day is near (Ezek 7:7)   ום ובִהַיֹֹּ֥    קָרֹֹ֛
 Note: both nouns are masculine and singular.  Only the noun ִםוֹי  has the article. 

What is the difference between an attributive and a predicative adjective? 

1. Attributive adjectives must agree in gender, number, and definiteness. 

2. With predicative adjectives, only the noun has the article, or the noun is proper noun, or the noun 

has a pronominal suffix. 

Example of an attributive adjective & predicative adjective:  

Attributive adjective: The big house. תִהַגָדִוֹל  (note: both words have the article) הִַבִַי 

Predicative adjective: The house is big. תִגָדִוֹל  (note: only noun has article; adjective does not) הִַבִַי 

  
 

26.03 Introduce: predicative adjectives 
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19. an old man (Judg 19:16) ן ישִׁזָקֵֵ֗ ַּ֣     א 
20. the city nearest (Dt 21:3) ה ירִהַקְרֹבָֹ֖    הָע ָ֔
21. many children (1Chron 4:27) ים ֹ֑ יםִרַב  ַּ֣    בָנ 
22. a wise woman (2Sam 14:2)  ה הִחֲכָמָֹ֑ שַָּ֣   א 

23. the new heavens and the new earth (Is 66:22)  ה ץִהַחֲדָשָָׁׁ֜ רֶׁ יםִוְהָאָָ֨ חֳדָשׁ  םִהַַ֠ י    הַשָמַַּ֣
 

1. The day is near. (Ezek 7: 7) ום ובִהַיֹֹּ֥  (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms) קָרֹֹ֛

2. The day is far.  _______________________________  
 

3. The day is good.   _______________________________   
 

4. The day is bad.   _______________________________   
 

5. A new house. (Dt 22:8)  ׁש תִחָדָָ֔ י     (note: there is no article; attributive adj - ms) בַַּ֣
 

6. An old house.  _______________________________  
 

7. A holy house.  _______________________________   
 

8. A big house.  _______________________________   
 

9. A new spirit (Ezek 11:19)    רוּחִִַחֲדִָשִָׁה (note: theִִַרוּח is feminine; attributive adj-fs)  
 

10. An evil spirit.   _______________________________   
 

11. A good spirit.  _______________________________   
 

12. A great spirit.  _______________________________   
 

13. The place is holy (Ezek 42:13)   ִשׁ׃ וםִקָדֹֹֽ    (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms) הַמָקֹֹ֖
 

14. The place is evil  _______________________________  
 

15. The place is profane  _______________________________  
 

16. For the day is holy. (Neh 8:10) ______________________________ 
 

17. The land was exceedingly good. (Num 14:7) _______________________________ 
 

18. And a great evil. (Eccl 2:21) _______________________________ 
 

19. An old man (Judg 19:16) ______________________________ 
 

20. The city nearest (Dt 21:3) _______________________________ 
 

21. Many children. (1Chron 4:27) _______________________________ 
 

22. A wise woman (2Sam 14:2) _______________________________ 

 

23. the new heavens and the new earth (Is 66:22) _______________________________  

26.05 Exercises: attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases (answers on 25.04) 

26.06 Weekly Parasha reading (go to www.RestoringTorah.org)  

 

https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/2319.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/8064.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/2319.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/776.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/2319.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/8064.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/2319.htm
https://strongsnumbers.com/hebrew/776.htm
http://www.restoringtorah.org/

