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Biblical Hebrew 102 
Introduction to Grammatical Concepts 

Lesson 13  

   גִיִרּועׁשִ 
Special Nouns 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What we will learn in Lesson 13 
13.01  Review: morphology & abbreviations 

13.02  Review: feminine & masculine nouns 

13.03  Review: the definite article 

13.04  Introduce: special nouns: gender & proper nouns 
13.05  Homework Worksheet (practice Hebrew masculine & feminine nouns) 
13.06  Reading & printing exercise: Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

13.07 Vocabulary Words & Homework Worksheet 
13.08 Weekly Parasha reading 
13.09  Answers to Homework worksheet 
   

“…man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything 

that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD,” Dt 8:3; Mt 4:4. 

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
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Morphology is the study of word formation. It facilitates the reader’s understanding of whether a 
particular word is a noun, verb, etc. 

For example, the morphology of ֶפר  .this word is a noun, & it is masculine & singular :ס ֵ֫
 

Abbreviations enable individuals to quickly write the morphology of each word. 
 

For example, the abbreviation for ֶפר ֶפר is: N-ms (The N means that ס ֵ֫   ;is a noun ס ֵ֫
“m” it is masculine; and “s” it is singular.) 

 

➢ For this lesson, we will only learn the following 6 abbreviations: 

art        = article (“the”: generally written with a “hay”, “patach”, and a “dagesh chazak”:  ִה ִִּ ) 
N        = noun (often the abbreviation “N” is followed by a “dash”, clarifying the letters 

following the dash give further detail about the type of noun. Refer to above) 

f         = feminine 

m        = masculine 

s        = singular 

p        = plural 

N-prop= proper noun 

Though Hebrew abbreviations are fairly uniform, they not totally standardized. Once you become 
familiar with these, you will find it is easy to understand the slight variations in some study books. 

 

 
 

 

1. Most feminine singular nouns end with a “kamats” + a “hay” (  ִִָה ) or a “tav” (ת).  

Most feminine nouns are made plural by adding “cholam vav” (or a “cholam”) & a “tav”( ֹות) 
to the end of the word.  

Singular Definition Plural Definition 

 (N-fs)ִהִרֹוּת ָ Torah or instruction   תּתֹור   (N-fp) Torahs or instructions  

הִחְׁשּפִָמִ  ָ  (N-fs) family   תֹו חְׁשּפ  מ  (N-fp) families 

 

2. Masculine singular nouns, unlike feminine nouns, do not have a particular ending. 
Most masculine nouns are made plural by adding “chirek”, “yod” & a “mem sofit”     

ים ִִ  ) ) to the end of the word.  

Singular Definition Plural Definition 

ים ִָרְספ  book (N-ms) ֵסֶפר  (N-mp) books 

ר ִָהר mount or mountain (N-ms) ה  ים   (N-mp) mountains 

 

 

  

13.01 Review morphology and abbreviations  

13.02 Review basic feminine & masculine nouns  

Marcus Tullius Cicero (a Roman statesman, orator, lawyer, and philosopher, who lived from 106BC 

to 43BC). He is credited with the wise saying “Repetition is the mother of learning” … this 

truism that we need to heed in our study of Hebrew. 

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
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1. The Hebrew definite article does not have a gender (masculine nor feminine). Nouns 
which have the article begin with a “hay” & “patach” and have a “dagesh chazak” in next 

letter:  ִה ִּּ   
 

Example of masculine noun with the article: 

Word (ָדָבר) becomes the wordִ(ָדָבר  (ה 
 

Example of feminine nouns with the article:  

Torah (ּתֹוָרה) becomes the Torah (ּתֺוָרה   (ה 

2. The exceptions are when a definite article precedes a guttural ( רִ&,ִע,ִח,ה,א ).  

The vowel under the “hay” changes from a “patach” to a “kamats” (  ה) or a “segol” ( ֶה). 
Also, the following letter does not have a “dagesh”. (Why is there no dagesh”? Because a 
guttural cannot take a dagesh.)  

Definite articles are added to masculine & feminine nouns, which begin with a 
guttural, in the same way: 

• Father (ָאִב) becomes the father (ָהָאִב) 

• Land (ֶאֶרץ) becomes the land (ָהָאֶרץ) 

• Head ( ׁשרֺא ) becomes the head ( ׁשָהרֺא ) 

• Man ( י ׁשא  ) becomes the man ( י ׁשָהא  ) 

• Woman ( הׁשִָאִ  ) becomes the woman ( הׁשִָָהאִ  ) 

• Mountains (ים ים) becomes the mountains (ָהר   (ֶהָהר 

13.03 Review Definite Article: the word “the”  
 

Hebrew English Translation Write Hebrew Abbreviations 

ב   father n-ms (noun-masculine singular) א 

ר  ב   the word ַהד 
art; n-ms (article; noun-masculine 
singular) 

ים  ר   the words ַהְדב 
art; n-mp (article; noun-masculine 
plural) 

ִתּבִ  י   house  

ת ּבַ הַ  י   the house  

ב    heart ל 

ים   men ֲאנ ׁש ִׁ֗

   boy  ֶיֶלד

יִם ְיָלד   ה 
the boys (children) (Gen 
33:1) 

 

ם  י  ָּֽ   the waters (Gen 1:2) ַהמ 

  king ֶמֶלך 

יִם ְמָלכ    the kings (Gen 14:5) ה 

ִסּוס  horse  

יִם ּסּוס   ה 
the horses (I Kings 
10:28) 

 

 12.06 Review Definite Article: the word “the”  

Grammar-Made-Simple: basic feminine & masculine nouns 
➢ All Hebrew nouns are either masculine or feminine 

 

➢ Feminine singular nouns generally end with a kamats and hay ( ִִָה ). Also, nouns which end 
with a tav (ִת), are usually feminine. 

➢ Feminine plural nouns:  generally feminine nouns are made plural by adding a cholam vav & a 

tav ֹות to the end of the word.   
➢ Masculine singular nouns have no particular endings. 

o Masculine plural nouns generally are made plural by adding a chirek, yud/yod, and a mem 

sofit (  ִים  ) to the end of the word. 
 

Grammar-Made-Simple: definite article 

➢ Definite article is formed the same way for both masculine and feminine nouns 
 

1. Both nouns begin with a “hay” & “patach” and have a “dagesh chazak” in next letter:  ִה ִִּּ  

Example: word (ָדָבר) becomes the wordִ(ָדָבר  (ה 
 

2. Exceptions are when the article is precedes a guttural: ( ר,ִאִ,הִ,חִ,עִ ) 
 

Gutterals cannot take a “dagesh”, so the “patach” under the “hay” becomes either a 

“kamats” (ִָה) or a “segol” (ִֶה). 

Example: father (ָאִב) becomes the father (ָהָאִב) 

Example: mountains (ים ים) becomes the mountains (ָהר   (ֶהָהר 

 
 

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
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1. Gender nouns are very easy in Hebrew. Unlike English, Hebrew gender nouns 
generally are not different words, but a modification. Gender nouns are nouns that 
change according to the gender to which they are referring: boy-girl, man-woman, king-
queen, etc.  

 

Boy (ֶיֶלד) changes to girl (י ְלָדה) by adding a “kamats” and a “hay” (  ִה ָ ) to the end of 
the masculine term;  also the vowel at the beginning of the word changes. 

 

Examples of the gender nouns: 

 (girl) י ְלָדִה changes to (boy) ֶיֶלד •
 

יׁש • ָשִה changes to (man) א   (woman) א 
 

ְלָכִה changes to (king) ֶמֶלְך •  (queen) מ 
 

 (mare or female horse) סּוָסה changes to (horse) סּוס •

 (aunt) דֹוָדִה changes to (uncle) דֹוד •
 

2. Proper nouns are very easy!!! These nouns are specific names for a person (Abraham; 
Sarah), place (Israel; Dead Sea), or a thing (Temple; the Land). 

 

Examples of the proper nouns in Hebrew: 

ם ה  ְצָחק  ---- (Abraham, N-prop-ms) ַאְבר   (Isaac, N-prop-ms) י 

ה  ---- (Jacob, N-prop-ms)  י ֲעֺקִב ר   (Sarah, N-prop-fs) ש 
ְבָקה  (Rachel, N-prop-fs) ָרֵחל  ----  (Rebecca, N-prop-fs) ר 

ד ו  ׁש   ----   (David, N-prop-ms) ד  ְקד  ית־ַהמ     (Temple, N-prop-ms)  ּב 

ןכְִ נ ע   (Canaan, N-prop-ms)  ----  ֶרץ א   (the Land (aka Israel): N-prop-fs) ה 

ל  ---- (Dead Sea, N-prop-ms) י ם ַהֶמַלח  א  ְשר    (the name of the country: N-prop- fs) י 

ן ל  ----  (Jordan River, N-prop-fs) ַיְרד  א  ְשר      (name of a male or of a people: N-prop-ms) י 
 

 

➢ Vocabulary Words: 

י ׁשא   man (N-ms)   ה ׁש  א  woman (N-fs) סּוס   horse (N-ms) 

י ִׁשָהא   the man (art; N-ms)   א ה ׁש  ה   the woman (art; N-fs)  ים  the horses (art; N-mp) ַהּסּוס 

ִתּבִ  י   house (N-ms)  ֶמֶלך king (N-ms) ר ב   the word (art; N-ms) ַהד 

ים  ּת  ים  houses (N-mp) ּב  ים the kings (art; N-mp) ַהְמל כ  ר   words (N-mp) ְדב 

נ ה  ל year (N-fs) ׁש  א  ְשר  ים  Israel, the country (N-prop-fs) י  ר   the words (art; N-mp) ַהְדב 

ן ם eye (N-fs) ַעי  ה  ְצו ה  Abraham (N-prop-ms) ַאְבר    commandment (N-fs) מ 

ה ר  ְצו ה  hand (N-fs) י ד Sarah (N-prop-fs)  ש   the commandment (art; N-fs) ַהמ 

ִןּבִֵ  son (N-ms)  יֹום day (N-ms)   י ם ַהֶמַלח  Dead Sea (art; N-prop-ms) 

יםּב   נ   sons (N-mp)  ים ׁש   days (N-mp) י מ  ְקד  ית־ַהמ  ּב  The Temple (art; N-prop-ms) 

   
  

 
 
 

13.05 Vocabulary Words & Homework Sheet  

13.04 Special nouns: gender nouns and proper nouns  

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
https://www.pealim.com/dict/6002-melech/#h-s
https://www.pealim.com/dict/5539-susa/#h-s
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HOMEWORK WORKSHEET 
Write the English or Hebrew translation & abbreviation for the following words 
o Refer to 13.01 for abbreviations & morphology  
o Refer to Vocabulary List on 13.05 

Fill in blanks with Hebrew word  Fill in blanks with English Translation  Fill in blanks with abbreviations  

נ ה   year  N-fs (noun-feminine singular) ׁש 

ס ּוס    

 Abraham N-prop-ms (proper.noun-ms) 

 the word art; N-ms (article; noun-masculine singular) 

 words  

 the words  

ה  ר     ש 

י ׁשא     

ִתּבִ  י     

 houses  

 the man  

יםּב   נ     

ה ׁש  א      

   ֶמֶלך 

ן    ַעי 

 son  

 the woman  

ים     ַהּסּוס 

   י ד

ׁש  ְקד  ית־ַהמ     ּב 

 the kings  

ְצו ה     מ 

 day  

 days  

 the commandment  

 Dead Sea  

ל א  ְשר     י 

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
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Mark 12:29-30 (NASB): Note: Yeshua quoted Deut 6:4-5 verbatim in Mark 12:29-30: 
Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, Israel! The LORD [YHVH] is our God, the LORD [YHVH] is one;   

and you shall love the LORD [YHVH] your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’  

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (NASB):  

"Hear, O Israel! The LORD [YHVH] is our God, the LORD [YHVH] is one! And you shall love the LORD [YHVH] 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (in Hebrew): 

ד ׃ ָּֽ ָ֥ה ׀ ֶאח  ינּו ְיהו  ַ֖ ָ֥ה ֱאֹלה  ל ְיהו  ֵ֑ א  ְשר  ע י    ְׁשַמַ֖

ך׃ ֶדָּֽ ל־ְמא  ל־ַנְפְׁשךַ֖ ּוְבכ  ְבךָ֥ ּוְבכ  ל־ְלב  יך ְּבכ  ָ֣ה ֱאֹלֶהֵ֑ ת ְיהו  ַ֖ ַהְבּת ָּ֔ א  ָ֣  ְוא 

 

 

 

 

  

Hebrew Translation Print each word in Hebrew (with vowels) 

ע    Hear ְׁשַמַ֖

ל ֵ֑ א  ְשר    Israel י 

ָ֥ה    YHVH (the LORD) ְיהו 

ינּו  ַ֖   our God ֱאֹלה 

ָ֥ה    YHVH ְיהו 

ד ָּֽ   one (“is” is understood) ֶאח 

ַהְבּת ָּ֔  ָ֣   you shall love & ְוא 

ת ַ֖    א 

ָ֣ה    YHVH (the LORD) ְיהו 

יך   your God ֱאֹלֶהֵ֑

ל־    with all of ְּבכ 

ְבךָ֥    your heart ְלב 

ל־    with all of & ּוְבכ 

  your soul ַנְפְׁשךַ֖ 

ל־    with all of & ּוְבכ 

ך׃ ֶדָּֽ   your strength ְמא 

13.06 Reading & printing exercise: Deut 6:4-5  

13.07 Vocabulary Words listed in 13.05: 
Review vocabulary words from this lesson; the words we have included words appear 

frequently in the TaNaKh. 

We encourage you to review these until this vocabulary becomes familiar. 
 

13.08 Weekly Parasha reading (go to www.RestoringTorah.org) 

 

 

http://www.restoringtheword.org/
http://www.restoringtorah.org/
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ANSWERS TO HOMEWORK WORKSHEET 
Write the English or Hebrew translation & abbreviation for the following words 
o Refer to 13.01 for abbreviations & morphology  
o Refer to Vocabulary List on 13.05 

Fill in blanks with Hebrew word  Fill in blanks with English Translation  Fill in blanks with abbreviations  

נ ה   year  N-fs (noun-feminine singular) ׁש 

ס ּוס  horse N-mp 

ם ה   Abraham N-prop-ms (proper.noun-ms) ַאְבר 

ם ה   the word art; n-ms (article; noun-masculine singular) ַאְבר 

ם ה   words N-ms ַאְבר 

ים  ר   the words art; N-mp ַהְדב 

ה  ר   Sarah N-prop-fs ש 

י ׁשא   woman N-fs 

ִתּבִ  י   house N-ms 

ים  ּת   houses N-mp ּב 

י ִׁשָהא   the man art; N-ms 

יםּב   נ   sons N-mp 

ה ׁש  א    woman N-fs 

 king N-ms ֶמֶלך 

ן  eye N-fs ַעי 

ִןּבִֵ  son N-ms 

ִןּבִֵ  the woman art; N-fs 

ים   the horses art; N-mp ַהּסּוס 

 hand art; N-fs י ד

ׁש  ְקד  ית־ַהמ   The Temple art; N-prop-ms ּב 

ים   the kings art; N-mp ַהְמל כ 

ְצו ה   commandment N-fs מ 

 day N-ms יֹום 

ים   days N-mp י מ 

ְצו ה   the commandment art; N-fs ַהמ 

 Dead Sea art; N-prop-ms י ם ַהֶמַלח 

ל א  ְשר   Israel N-prop-fs י 

13.09 ANSWERS to Homework Worksheet   

http://www.restoringtheword.org/

