Biblical Hebrew 103

Developing Grammatical Concepts
Lesson 26
10 MYY
Adjectives, cont.
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What we will learn in Lesson 26
26.01 Review: attributive adjectives
26.02 Adjectives with their opposites
26.03 Introduce: predicative adjectives
26.04 Attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases
26.05 Exercise: attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases
26.06 Weekly Parasha
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26.01 Review: adjectives

Hebrew has relatively few adjectives.
An adjective is a word that describes a noun.

For example (adjective is highlighted in yellow): The small horse. The good horse.

Remember: Attributive adjectives:

1. Generally attributive adjectives are after the nouns they describe. The word order,
however, can be reversed if the adjective is to be emphasized.
2. NOTE: when an attributive adject is definite, the article (the) must be on both the noun &

the adjective.

Grammar-Made-Simple: adjectives
1). Adjectives have the same inflection endings as nouns: fs: 7% mp: 0%  fp: NI
2). The adjective must agree with the noun (or antecedent) that they modify in gender (masculine or feminine),
number (singular or plural), and definiteness (with the article “the” or without).
3). Often when the vowel under the 15 letter of the consonant of the masculine singular adjective is a ¢ (kamats),
the kamats will become a ¢ (sheva) when the adjective is inflected to fs, mp, and fp forms. For example,

2973 becomes 3171'7%, D’]?W"f%, .mbﬂl (This does not hold true if the first consonant is a guttural; a few
examples are shown below.)

2602 VOCABULARY: adjectives with their opposites

INFLECTION (change of a particular word)

ENGL/ISH DEFINITION ms fs mp 7o

(masculine singular) (feminine singular) (masculine plural) (feminine plural)

Antonyms (opposites)

1), new gl I owTn niw Ty

2). old (as in age), elder ]PI '—‘;PT D’JPT ‘nuPT

3). small ]L’)E ,‘{;L’)P D’JDP nu'(_gp

4). great, big, large 2373 72973 0°7173 0°7173

5). good, pleasant, appropriate 29 ,‘{;']D D’:j'@ fakimhlo)

6). evil, wicked, bad ¥I Y7 o°y7) m‘y-l

7). light, easy, simple bl? H?E D’?I? njbl?

8). difficult, hard méfl? mg'IT D’WE mWL?

9). neat, close 219R n;rhp D’:ﬁp m‘m‘wp
10). far, distant Pjnj ‘_‘lf rn D’I?.mj ﬂ‘PWﬂj
11). holy, sacred, hallowed W17|? ,'ﬂéﬂ?lj D’W'HI? ﬂj([ﬂ?l?
12) profane, commonness, unholy ij (Ex 18:25) not used in TaNaKh D’ytpj (Job 3:17) not used in TaNaKh
13). clean, pure (ceremonially) Lev 10:10 1ﬁﬂp ,-mjmg D’jimg mjmp
14). unclean, impure Lev 10:10 Nv igale QORNY m‘x@p
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26.03 Introduce: predicative adjectives
Do we remember noun sentences? These are sentences with at least one noun & any number of other nouns
or other words. The key is that they do not have an apparent verb — a form of the verb “to be” must be

added when it is translated into English.

Predicative adjectives are similar to noun sentences in that they also do not have an apparent verb, but again
the verb “to be” must be added.

Predicative adjectives_agree in gender & number with the subject noun they modify or describe — but

predicative adjectives never take the article (only the subject noun takes the article).

1. The predicative adjective never takes an article. Only the subject noun will have the article.
2. Usually, the predicative adjective sometimes precede its antecedent (the noun which it modifies).

3. Only context will show whether the adjective is attributive or predicative.
Example of a predicative adjective:
The day is near (Ezek 7:7) 0137 21
Note: both nouns are masculine and singular. Only the noun 31 has the article.
What is the difference between an attributive and a predicative adjective?

1. Attributive adjectives must agree in gender, number, and definiteness.
2. With predicative adjectives, only the noun has the article, or the noun is proper noun, or the noun
has a pronominal suffix.

Example of an attributive adjective & predicative adjective:
Attributive adjective: The big house. ]71'733 N°27 (note: both words have the article)
Predicative adjective: The house is big. 517; N’270 (note: only noun has article; adjective does not)

26.04 Attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases
1. The day is near. (Ezek 7: 7) D1?U DWE_IE (parse: N-ms; art; predicative adj-ms)

2. The day is far. bR PW‘D

3. The day is good. o3 21

4. The day is bad. g ¥

5. A new house (Dt 22:8) W:ﬂ:‘ M3 (note: there is no article; attributive adj - ms)
6. An old house 127 N2

7. A holy house viTR N2

8. A big house 2373 N2

9. A new spitit (Ezek 11:19) Y0 010 (317 is an adj-fs)

10. An evil spirit aY 0N

11. A good spirit —DJU 717

12. A great spirit 2173 M0

13. The place is holy. (Frek 4213 W7 DNPRT (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms)
14. The place is evil. v1 aipna

15. The place is profane. YY) aipna

16. For the day is holy. mehs:10) WTE [k ’3
17. The land was exceedingly good. mum1an TR TRR TINT 7210
18. and a great evil (e 221) n;j H;ZWJ
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19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

an old man (Judg 19:16) 17T WOR

the city nearest (Dt 21:3) 72997 Yr
many children (1Chron427)  0°27 0312
a wise woman (2Sam 14:2) R0 ﬂJ;'N

the new heavens and the new earth (s 66:22) ﬂ@jﬂf‘ ’(’1&31 D’W]Uj’ Dapwa

26.05 Exercises: attributive & predicative adjectives in simple phrases (answers on 25.04)

1.

2
3.
4

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The day is near. (Ezek 7: 7) DW?B 31“_1? (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms)
The day is far.

The day is good.
The day is bad.

A new house. (Dt 22:8) W]U N7 (note: there is no atticle; attributive adj - ms)
An old house.
A holy house.
A big house.

A new spitit (Ezek 11:19) m;/jﬁ 017 (note: the T17 is feminine; attributive adj-fs)

An evil spirit.

A good spirit.

A great spirit.

The place is holy (Eaek 4213) ‘WTR DIRAT (parse: N-ms; art; pre adj-ms)

T -

The place is evil

The place is profane

For the day is holy. (Neh 8:10)

The land was exceedingly good. (Num 14:7)

And a great evil. (Eccl 2:21)

An old man (Judg 19:16)

The city nearest (Dt 21:3)

Many children. (1Chron 4:27)

A wise woman (2Sam 14:2)

the new heavens and the new earth (Is 66:22)

26.06 Weekly Parasha reading (go to www.RestoringTorah.org)
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